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Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Last year I had the honour of proposing a toast, "The
Commercial Square Bonfire Society'". A year has gone by and
you have all met here again as another Bonfire Season draws
to a close. The Mayoress and I are very happy to be here
and enjoy your hospitality, and, being old Lewesians, enjoy
the company of the "Bonfire Boys'" and the "Bonfire Girls" of
the Commercial Square Society. Ve are full of praise for
the way the celebrations were carried out this year. As one
grows older it is to be expected that a more critical view is
taken of any event, and generally compares the event unfayauri
ably with what has happened in the past. I can say quite
truthfully that this was not the attitude I had towards this
year's Bonfire Celebrations.

With the visitors to the town, the Mayoress and I watched
much of the celebrations from the Council Chamber, and,
although there was no big united procession, there was much
less time lost waiting for something to happen. Each of the
Soeietiesggggg;éiig have made sure that something was always
taking place in the High Street. So what was possibly lost

in the way of a big, spectacular procession, I think it was

more than made up by the variety and the number of processions
(1) /hy each

by each individual Society.
We sympathise with you on the death of your late
Secretary, who besides being an efficient Secretary, was a

courteous and kindly man.

I have heard good reports of the conetruction and
lighting of the tableau, and congratulate those responsible.
With such competent Bonfire Boys, there is no doubt that the
Society will carry on with younger members being instructed

in how an effigy or a tableau should be built.

I must congratulate those responsible for the arrange-
ment of the processions. This applies to all societies
because each have to sxtend with an ever increasing density

of traffie. Organising torch-light processions will not

get any easier until we have a by-pass road, and, until this
happens, I wish your Society every success in keeping up the

tradition of the Bonfire in Lewes.

I hope I have included everybody because I know all must
do a great deal. I would like to compliment the people who

do what might be called the administration part and keep the

Society going for the rest of ths year. It ie on you that

the continuity of the Bonfire depends.
n'n;‘ e
£)

/So Mr. Chairman

So Mr. Chairman, remembering those in charge of the
tableau, those in charge of the processions and those in
charge of the continuity of the Bonfire movement, I have

great pleasure in proposing this toast. "The Commercial

C B A o et W IRSEACRET . e e T | )
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I am very pleased to be here this evening and to be
asked again to propose this toast. When one has this job
for the second time there is a danger of repeating, not
only oneself, but what others have said. I therefore
crave the indulgence of those present if what I have to say
sounds hackneyed. However my knowledge of the members of
this Club bears out what one of Shakespeare's characters
has to say to the effect of "a good bowler being a

marvellous good neighbour", and I am therefors, quite happy.

T find the members of the Club are deserving of praise
on the two scores, then, which embrace the two qualities
mentioned by Shakespeare's character. One, they are good
bowlers and have maintained a Club that is a credit to the
town; and two, they have good comradeship and show a great
friendliness and jollity to newcomers. The Mayoress and I
are deeply appreciative of this latter quality and the
neighbourly, welcoming spirit with which we have been
greeted by the members, on all occasions, is something that

will be remembered by both of us.

I would like to thank those members who I have called

upon to strenghthen the Mayor's team against the Brighton
(1 ) /Cﬂmﬂil

.ﬁ}w@ LA Jewsrer Mg ) P55

Council team. For two successful years they have been of
great assistance in the Lewes Mayor's team, winning and
holding the Empire trophy. I am quite sure we could not
have managed this without their help. The Mayor's team v.
the Lewes Ladies Bowling Club is also a yearly event; and
for this being so, I am grateful to the Ladies Club. 1In
short, a very important contribution towards our settling
down in the Office of Mayor and Mayoress, was made by the
friendliness and encouragement of the Lewes Bowling fraternity.
We thank each of you for your part in this, With members who
are so able, not only at the game, but of maintaining this
welcoming spirit that exists in the Club, there is no question
that all obstacles to keeping the Club among the leaders will
be smilingly removed, and the Lewes Club will proceed on its
way, to quote Add &M.dmdbw{ "a company of reasonable and
amicable fellows who could settle their differences themselves",
playing the game that has occupied a prominent place among

English sports for centuries, and enjoying the engaging social

life which they maintain. M ;ﬁ%&f telios %{’ 5/:;
/

(2)
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I am pleazed to be here and to have the honour of
opening this fair. The Mayoress and I are old Lewesians;
and we, like all of us here, set great store by all the
events that are traditional in Lewes.

fe have geen the Borough Bonfire Society carry out
its functions during the best part of sixty years and

these functions have survived many crises during times

past. But always the Borough has, in the event, turned

1

out with a good display and has always managed to find
fresh people from among the ydlinger ones to carry on as
the old members dropped out.

The changing traffic conditions have created

difficulties which the Borough Bonfire Society, by reason

ts position in the town centre, has to cope with

[

of

continually but we are still here and so Lewes is still

National news on Bonfire Night.

These efforts, however, need a very great deal of
preliminary work and those who carry out this work are
deserving of thanks and praise. This reward they have |
earned can best be shown by the finaneial results from

money raising efforts like to-day's fair. I do, therefore,
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making sure this fair is a financiazl “::“:M./l Z0C
resul iere will also enable the proceeds of collecti
e | | g | iT L . FRgng, e r— ™ 2 " awe
boxes on the 5th November to zo to help the Chail
,f/(&a-{ dré fﬂi,e:#...a-?b:‘:zéz?y £
eritage. It is up to us here and, with this appeal, 1
/L
declare the fzir open.
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The tr-.:n:l'.,l‘; y1th taking on the office of Hayor
for the second year is that you may have toasts to
propose for the second timej; and, if you are Mayor of
Lewes, the home of the Bonfire, you may find yourself
ranning short of powder in the second year when pro-
posing a toast to the Bonfire Societies, There are thre
Bonfire Socletles in Lewes, so the risk of repeating what
was said last year is trebled. I am saying all thig to
get started lir, Chairman, but, nevertheless, I do ask the
Company's indulgence if what I am going to say seecms
rather hackneyed.

First then, the 5th of November, I watched the
proceedings from the Council Chamber in company with
newcomers and visitors to the town. They were full of
praigse for the demonstration given by the Cliffe Bonfire
Society, and it was praise that was justified, 1In full
vie:w at the memorial was the set plece "Popples" and then
Just outside our window was the set piece "Lest we Forget"
I was very pleased that such a show was given at that timg

and in that position, ihe vislitors were also pleased,

as I was, with the processions.
/For

(1)

difficulties.

carry out the programme under great traffic

I also thank the Soclety for pro-
viding a good show on 5th November.
I can remember people have said "The Bonfire isn't
what it was, its dying out",
the Cliffe is no corpse, it is getting stronger.

So the toast, Ladies and Gentlemen can be to-night,
that lively body, the "Cliffe Bonfire Socliety".

- For all these efforts to reach a successful con-
clusion, a very great deal of preliminary work must have
been carried out very faithfully; and the Bociety which
can count, among its members such able people as thoge
who worked and organised these celebrations, is a good
Society. I don't know how the work is apportioned.Mr,

Chairman, but it is quite obvious, from the way it is

carried to a successful conclusion, that those who do the
work enjoy doing it successfully; and, in doing it, they
bring enjoyment to a great many people, and put Lewes on
the map for a day or two.

The work of arranging the processions 1?Igetting
inereasingly difficult as the traffic bacones*;;‘a/egse.
I have the greatest admiration for the way in which you
menbers of the Cliffe do cope with this arranging of
processions each year, That you do cope successfully
each year is proved by the fact of the processions
taking place, and Lewes being Hational news on that daye.
o doubt one day Lewes will have a by-pass road and then
@ lot of traffie will be out of the way on the 5th of
Hoveuber, Until that happy time, I wish your Society
continued success in your wonderful efforts, which

(2) /earry

Ever since

As far as 1 can see,
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I am pleased to be here and to have the honour of

proposing this toast. The Mayoress and I are old Lewesians

and, like all of you here, we set great store by the events
which are traditional to Lewes.

We have watched the Commercial Square Bonfire Society
carry out its functions during the best part of 60 years, .
and those functions have themselves survived many crises
during times past. But always the Society has, in the event,
turned out with a good display and has always, somehow,
managed to find fresh people from among the younger members
to carry on the good work, as the older members have dropped
out.

One of the chief of these crises is caused by the

changing traffic conditions and, as the processions are a

very vital part of the celebrations, these must be carried .

on if the celebrations are going to survive.

Watching the United Procession from the window of the
Council Chamber, I had a really first class view of what a
procession could be like when not impeded by traffic and
parked cars. That was the spectacle that one had in any

street in the old days. Perhaps, in the future, with

toast.

the Commercial Square Bonfire Society, when we drink this

elternative routes for traffic, some scheme could be worked
out with the aid of the police and traffic engineers.

But that is in the future. At present, I think we owe

thanks to the police for their work on each Bonfire Night
which enables us to see some really fine sights and helps

us to keep a tradition going.

To keep the Bonfire tradition going needs a very great
deal of organising and other hard work, especially during
the weeks preceding the 5th of liovember, and those who carry
out this work are deserving of our thanks and praice.

It is true that, to old ones like me, the paraffin on
the torches does not smell as strong as it used to smell

1 5 e o 3\ - 3
and the rockets (perhaps happily), do not seem to have so

much gunpowder in them.

(1]
m
Wi}
(41

Nevertheless, the organising doesn't get any mor

"]
4

=3

and the arranging of processions is harder because of t

traffic. The organisers of the Society's celebrations have
to cope with all the difficulties that arise as customs change
and the measure of their success can be gauged by the fact

that we are still here and Lewes is still National News each

Bonfire Night. So let us make sure we think of the workers of

o Dk
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I am delighted that the Tom PainéSociety should choose
Lewes as the place to hold its first Annual General Meeting;
and it is as an admirer of Tom Pain§ as well as lMayor of
Lewes, that I welcome you all to this town.

I consider this choice of venue very appropriate because
I think of Lewes as the town where Tom Pairndserved his
political apprenticeship. I do not know of his doing any
political work before he joined the club at the White Hart
in our High Street - the club that is usually known as the
"Headstrong Club" of Lewes. We are pleased that the man of
whom J. M. Connell wrote, "Few political writers have done
more to earn the gratitude of mankind than Thomas Pain¥
should have commenced that career in Lewes.

So here we have a town that was his home for six years;
next door is the house where he followed his calling. Across
the road is St. Michael's Church where, according to Conway,
he was married and, as I have already said, a short distance
down the road is where the Headstrong Club held its meetings;
and this is the town which he left to take his protests to

the government of those days.




Your tour of the town will, of necessity, be brief
but I hope you will find time to visit the Mayor's Parlour
and leave some signatures in our Visitors' Book to mark
this important occasion when this Society, The Tom Paine
Society, held its first Annual General Meeting in Lewes;
the town where was started the career of the man of whom
it has been written, "He was one of the chief pioneers

and founders of democracy as we understand it."
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I have pleasure in conveying to you the message of greetings and
goodwill which I was asked to convey to Lewes during the visit of the

Corporation's delegation to Blois, which returned yesterday.

Both the Mayor and the town of Blois are very keen to continue and
jmprove the link between our respective towns and indeed, at a ceremony
on Saturday, a further Deed was sealed to confirm the Deed of Friendship

which was sealed by the Borough Council in 1963.

In an endeavour to promote a more active local interest, I am shortly
proposing to invite interested associations and societies to send representa-
tives to a meeting, with a view to the formation of a twinning committee.

Any member of the public who would like to take an active part will be invited
to attend the meeting and perhaps, if members are aware of any persons who

have such an interest, they could let me know.

Finally, I must say that the hospitality and reception given to all
members of the delegation was quite overwhelming and I am pleased to say
that the Council's invitation for a return visit at the beginning of July

has been accepted. The dates are to be arranged very shortly.
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Thank you for the invitation to my wife and to me to
be present at this Annual Dinner of the Lewes & District
Teachers' Association. T consider it a great honour to be
invited 4o pronose this toast.

This is a new departure for me. This Association, as
I see ity is composed of men and women, banded together into
a corporate body because they have great responsibilities
which go in two directions. The Craft and the Industrial
Unlons, with which I have had most to dc¢ over a considerable
period of time, have a duty to perform which is chiefly to do
with the welfare of their members. TYou people of this
Association have & job to do which has two main objectives,
and these two objectives have to be of equal concern to the
people whom you elect to your various executive committees:
your duty to your members and your concern for your charges:
children, who, during the four or five hours or so of the
day when their minde are most alert, and their bodies are
most active, are in your charge for instruction, not only in
the three R's, but for their first guidance towards what I
call the operative ideals, without which people would find it

' a community.

Aert & b enls _ .
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Children like security, or : ave heard deseribe
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be the attitude of onc who was an Edwardian schoolboy towards
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balance within society. I think a men or woman who can
make a child'e life happy by giving him security, which
brings tranquility and respect for others, and freedom which
fosters initiative and respect for himself, is performing a

great service to humanity, quite spart from the service he

or she renders by teeching the curriculume

So much then, for what might be called my subjective

view of your Association. %hen I had thought this out I

decided to try to see the National Union of Teachers as it
really is and, to me, your constitution seems suited for tha%
earrying out of the tasks required. It is the largest body !
of the "Joint Four" but, as far as I, an outsider, can see, !
its decisions are, generally speaking, in the interests of

(h professgional unity. It has a large National Executive

Committee which should make for cohesion; while at the same

time, the sutonomy of local associations such as this one,
gives some measure of local independence.

liow local independence is very nice but it means work,
and the shouldering of responsibility, plus the ability to

make decisions. I, therefore, wish to include in my toast

|

my regards to your local Fresident and the members of your
- P




Committee who, on occasions, are called on to make these
decisgions. There are other duties too, that your local

exooutives have to carry oute. You can think which they are

maich more quickly than I can.

My toast is then - "The National Union of Teachera—é

._,.-l—"
and the fewer and District Teachers' Association”. 2

—




I have a double pleasure in giving you a welcome to
this Council Chamber. Firstly, I am always glad to welcome
the organisations that make up our community and to know
they are safely launched on their year of activity. This,

I consider, is one of the chief duties of a Mayor and I am

pleased to carry it out.

Secondly, the Workers' Educational Association is my own
particular favourite among organisations, and, on occasions
such as this, my mind goes back to when I started the Lewes
Branch in 1931. Those were tough times for the Mayoress and
me, and tough times for the Branch,because we two were the
only members during the first year. But, although the going
was tough, those days are worth remembering because this was
when we caught a glimpse of what could be a much fuller life,
and we realised that the W.E.A. could be the door that gave
us entrance to that life, and not only us but our children.

This Brannﬁ?:urvived some ups and downs during the past
34 years and has grown into quite a good branch. This is a
good thing,because as well as giving people the opportunity

of a richer cultural life, I consider it is essential, now

more than ever, that this country should have a good leavening

| _




of people who are willing to spend some time in study and

be able to view events while having an initial understanding
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When, late last evening, Nr. Vatkins asked me to say
a few words at thies dinner, besides the feeling of panie
that I generally have when asked to do this sort of thing,

I felt, and still feel, the sensation that I am an interloper.
The truth is that T do not possess a television set and, at
the present time, my tﬂ;w{/qu viewing is severely limited

for obvious reasons. My knowledge is limited to football
matches, sports meetings, plays, etc., and to the programes
#woh=a® 1 hove seen produced on these two past evenings.

Jithout a doubt I am at a considerable disadvantage
this evening.

I was very impressed by the equipment, both in quantity
and quality, that was used for these programmes which were
televised in Lewes. I was also strusk by the marvellous
timing and the wonderful teamwork that made these programmes
possible. Regarding what T might term the more manuc! staff,
I saw them start work in the Town Hall on Sunday and I was
very surprised to find that, by nine o'clock this morning,
their vehicles and eguipment were gones This points to more

teamwork.




I was pleased to note the care taken in the production of

pProgrames. Television is a very powerful medium of commmica~-
t?;;ggnd the Southern I.T.V. quite clearly is fully aware of
$heir responsibilities.

This is a towmn of great historic tradition. The names of
such makers of history as de Montfort and Tom Pain are connecte
with Lewes, the latter with this hotel itself. This hotel,
however, can keep pace with the times, as evidenced by this
splendid meal and the arrangements made for to-night's function.

The town, tho' old, can provide a hall where, as we have
seen on the last two nights, equipment and a large audience can
be gathered together. Lewes is set in beautiful surroundings,

bounded on three sides by the Downs and with the marshland to

the south. Its very position tends to foster a feeling #e of

togetherness. If the Southern I.T.V. pay us a retu'n visit, we
ghould appreciate it if morz local characters were called upon
to hElp .

On behalf of all the guests here this evening, I would like
to thank the Southern I.T.V. for their hospitality, and HNr.
Wilson for coming to our town and giving such an excellent

speech.
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Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Thank you for your toast and the good wishes it extends

to the Council. Such good wishes are welcome at any time to

any organisation, but they are doubly welcome when proferred

to a Local Council, because at times it does appear that a good
many people, when they think about it at all, view local govern-

a M,
ment as a contest, the Council versus The Rest.

71
The work
Local Government is the concern of everyone. Every soul in

the country is affected by the work of the Local Councils. There

may be exceptions, but I think it is safe to say that all the

basic things that make for civilisation,'Hygiena, Clean Food,
+Plgyoin, Joolily
Drainage, Education and Librariesfare the work of Local Councils:

and, although the public may appear completely indifferent, this
fact remains. The degree of efficiency with which a Council i
works has a tremendous effect on the life and welfare of all

within its boundaries. VWhether it is, say, byelaws to safeguard
the public in large buildings, or preserving visual amenities in

a town, the Local Council's work affects the happiness of everyone.

'l
]

The voters

Yet it sometimes seems as though Local Government was the

concern of no one, if we judge by the low percentage of people L

I TR TR e el




< Vd 144-- 4/..:\.!

voting in some towns. I exempt Lewes from all criticism on this
score of voting for, just as Lewes has a percentage of registered
readeiiu?t the Library that is double the national average, and
cultura$1societies that, I am assured, compare very favourably
with other towns, so Lewes, when it comes to voting, has a higher
percentage than many other towns. Why is our towm so high in the
league when it comes to voting? There are a number of reasons but
a very imper¥Yan¥ one iz the number of cultural organisations there
are in the town. Your oi%:%g£§%%iégﬁére, which embraces so many
activities, is a good example of what I mean. A good community,
in my opinion, should have, within its orbit, a number of autonomous
societies. So the members work and the young members are trained

to take on jobs, learn to work in committeeaﬂand generally develop

into people who can take charge of their town.

The Councillors

The Councillrs of the Borough work very hard and when, on
occasions, there are some of the more disagreeable jobs to do, it
is encouraging to notice how they huﬁie to. There are, sometimes,
decisions to be made which cause some anguish, particularly on
housing and health committees when really distressing cases often

)

have to be considered, and then the Councillor must do his best to

make sound judgments; and do this without ignoring the emotional
pressure. }




The officers

Then there are the officers. Goodmen whom I admire - who,
it always seems to me, show the utmost patience when, from their
professional know-how, they are called upon to guide us in -
particular matters.

Triple pillars

So there, Mr. Chairman, you have the voters, the Councillors
and the officers, the "triple pillars" on which good local
government depends. We must keep them strong by way of the voters
having a strong sense of Civic duty.

And so on behalf of my Council I thank you of the Social
Centreﬂ or your work in this part of the town. I thank you for
the Toast and the good wishes, which show that your members
understand some of the obstacles that make the Council appear

long-winded. Again on behalf of the Council I wish your Social

f}; Centre every success, and personally may each of you, as
" wd Yoy aq a

individuals receive the maximum pleasure from your work
!

'Mﬁ(ﬁ" Mary's Social Centre.
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It is very pleasant to be here with you members and
i C.

friends of S5t. Mary's Social Centrezﬁ It is even more pleasant

to hear one of the chief of the voluntary and autonomous

clubs in Lewes offer a toast to the town of which I have the
. honour to be the Mayor, because Lewes is a fine old town.
It had the reputation of being a place of sound radical
leanings, as witnessed by Lewes being the p&;&g,whare Tom

Paine served his apprenticeship of political reforming.

This shows that Lewes, even in those days, possessed clubs

and associations which were made up of good -indepéfdent men
who were quite capable of running their own affairs: and
your St. Mary's Social Gﬁntre carries on this tradition by
i P
creating, and keeping geéng, this fine centre of community
interests, St. Mary's Social Centre.
But your impeccable management of your own affairs does

not stop you from giving the salute, implicit in this toast,

to your town and its Corporation and, on behalf of the town,

i &_dgfwmméﬁL= I thank you for it. I value it very highly for these reasons,

some of which I know you have heard me say before, but it is

-

worth repeating them.




It is not the Council against the rest of the town, but
the Council for everyone. Local Government is the concern
of everyone because every soul in the country is affected
by the work of the Local Councils. The Councillors you elect

$C& i choupt O

and the officers of the Council, are fer the

health, mentally and physically, of all within the boundaries,

from drainage, clean food, etc., to the education of most of
its children and young people. El
We are all apt to take so many things to do with our é
well-being for granted, that we are inclined to appear f
|

indifferent, but the degree of efficiency with which your

Local Council carries out this work has a tremendous effect |
on the well being of us all. Local Government is the concern

of everyone.

Now the town of Lewes has a reputation for having a

keen civic sense and-ef~showing this at the time—of=the
Iocdal-elootions—each—year. I put this down to the number
of independent clubs and societies there are in the town
and one of the leading examples in this respect is your

parent body, St. Mary's Social Centre, with its many

R Ve
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sections, each gge running its own affairs. Each member
having the opportunity to take part in the management. Each
younger member having the opportunity to be trained to take
on responsibility, taught to serve on committees and helped
eventually to develop into a person capable of taking charge
of the affairs of his fpown. It is from the training ground
that St. Mary's and similar organisations provide, that the

future Councillors and Mayors can be chosen, and what better

apprenticeship can be asked for.

And so, on behalf of my Council, I thank you of the Social

Centre Football Club for your work in this part of the town.

I thank you for the Toast and the good wishes, which show that
your members understand some of the obstacles that make the
Council appear long-winded. Again, on behalf of the Council,
I wish your Social Centre every success, and personally may
each of you, as individuals, receive the maximum pleasure from i

your work and play as a part of St. Mary's Social Centre.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for the toast. Of course, one is always
glad to hear praise and goodwill extended to his home town,

but Lewes is a grand place. It is set in beautiful surround-

ings and contains, within its boundaries, many béiéj@ﬁdl/£¢~f

buildings.

But, besides its geographical position and its
interesting old houses, it has a wonderful commmity. A
community that is conscious of the unique characteristice

& Wi Ml
of its town and a community that is made up of many voluntary

and automonous aszociations and clubs. I consider it to be

that best type of commumnity, a pluralist commmnity.

Therec were & number of voluntary associations and clubs

in Lewes two hundred or so vears aso when 'om Pain lived in

this building = and a few hundred yards down the road is the

"#hite Hart Hotel" where the "Headstrongs Club™ used to meet

at that time. Lewes was, in fact, a town where many things

S
were discussed by enquiring minds and,rI always maintain it
\

place where Tom Pain served his polMtical an rentice-

o
-
[n]

wa

ghip and, certainly, I dorn't ¥now of any record of his writing

before he came to Lewes. Aleo Lewes is the only town we know



of where he served on the body which was the equivalent of

ocur Town Council of to-day.

LI, therefore, am glad to respond to your toast to our
town and thank you for it and for your hospitality. 1
think I can judge that Lewes has many things to interest
the members of the 3Secularist Society.
ombination of the five-day week and the popularity

bﬁ""‘i J’iﬂﬂ-ﬂth

of the motor-car makes it impossible keen all places

of Lewes Society) and in lir. Hoile, you have guod guides,

so I will not take up any more of your time. TYou came %0
dwv
see the town, not the MHayor.

S
1 hﬁna that you spe end a hapn" time hereg. Jwﬂéqtf
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Thank you for the toast. Of course, one is always
glad to hear praise and goodwill extended to his home town,

but Lewes is a grand place. It is set in beautiful surround-

i i y E
ings and contains, within its boundaries, many hﬂ%yiﬁkﬁl ﬁ{LLL

buildings.

But, besides its geographical position and its
interesting old houses, it has a wonderful community. A
community that is conscious of the unique characteristics
of its town and a community that is made up of many voluntary

and automonous associations and clubs. I consider it to be

that best type of community, a pluralist community.
There were a number of voluntary associations and clubs

in Lewes two hundred or so years ago when Tom Pain lived in

this building - and a few hundred yards down the road is the

"White Hart Hotel" where the "Headstrong Club" used to meet
at that time. Lewes was, in fact, a town where many things
were discussed by enquiring minds anEI;I always walntaln it
was the place where Tom Pain served his political apprentice-

ship and, certainly, I don't kmow of any record of his writing

before he came to Lewes. Also Lewes is the only town we know




of where he served on the body which was the equivalent of
our Town Council of to-day.

I, therefore, am glad to respond to your toast to our
town and thank you for it and for your hospitality. I
think I can judge that Lewes has many things to interest
the members of the Secularist Society.

(A combination of the five-day week and the popularity

for small T
of the motor-car makes 1t impcssihleﬂfo keep all places
open.)
gﬁﬂf}if; in spite of some places not being open to-day, I
hope that what you see of Lewes you will find interesting.
wha € & membey, _

In Mr. Williams (who—sh s the Friends
of Lewes Society) and in Mr. Hoile, you have good guides,
so I will not take up any more of your time. You came to

see the town, not the Mayor.

I hope that you spend a happy time here.
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To the Members of the Lewes and Chailey Local Savings Committee.

I give you all a welcome to this Annual General Meeting.

I am very glad to be here because this is quite an old branch.
It has been going since 1939 and it made great strides during
and after the war.

This afternoon I was looking back on the times when my
attention was firs} drawn to the savings movement and I was
reminded of 1946 when I had to attend a similar meeting to
this in the Town Hall. I hﬁccurred to me that Mrs. Colwell
was secretary then and is still secretary. That is an example
of devoted service to the Savings Movement. There is Mr.
Mellors too. Such working members as this are worth their
weight in gold to any movement and this is a movement well
worth serving.

Quite apart from all other consideration, the Savings
Movement is part of any Government's defence against inflation.
It allows for any extra cash to be saved and invested to
produce real wealth by sound capital investment and 4t"is a
surety that inflation will be kept at bay and the country's
currency will not depreciate, if we can persuade enough people

to save. That is the work of the Savings Ho?amant.*7f.4ﬂdlé£
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o the Membors of the Lewes and Chailey Local Savin

r8 Committes.

I give you all a welcome to this Annual General Meeting.

[ am very glad to be here because this is quite an old branch.

[t has been going since 1939 and it made great strides during

and after the war.

This afternoon I was looking back on the times when my
attention was first drawn to the savings movement and I was
reminded of 1946 when I had to attend a similar meeting to
this in the Town Hall. It occurred to me that Mrs. Colwell
was seoretary then and is still seecretary. That is an example
of devoted mervice to the Savings Movement. There is Mr.
Mellors toos Such working members as this are worth their
weight in gold to any movement and this is a movement well
worth serving.

Quite apart from all other consideration, the Savinge
Movement ias part of any Government's defence againet inflation.
It allowe for any extra cash to be saved and invested to
produce real wealth by sound capital investment and it is a
gurety that inflation will be kept at bay and the country's

currenoy will not depreciate, if we can persuade enough people

to save. That is the work of the Savings Movement.




T have been asked, as Mayor of this town, to be
present to-night and to open this Civil Defence Training
Room in our Market Tower. This room has been adapted for
the training of the Civil Defence sections other than those
of the Headquarters, Signals, Scientific and Reconnaissance
Seetions, whose training quarters are in the Town Hall,

I hope that, with the added facilities for training provided
by this room, you will all be more comfortable and that
more reeruits will be attrscted, bessuse I note you are

well below the estimated strength.

However, you have the organisers and the buildings, so
T have no doubt that, by the end of the recruiting campaign,
improvement will be shown in the sirength of the Wardsns.

I #ind from the notes glven me that you have two iteme
of training ror which this room can soon be used, The film
shown on "A Warden's Responsiblities" which you are just
going %o see and the course on First Aid, This is a type

of course that is extremely useful in all walks of life, 414

- well b well olloraed. . So I wel
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As ligyor of this town of Lewes, I have some very

4 i =

pleasant duties to carry out: t among them 811 I
cannct think aof one that is more pleasant than thist

when I extend a very hearty welcome o you Eﬁgaﬁﬁ boye from

J !
7V

3@@iﬁ-.fﬁﬁ:ﬁ;.r

I am very glad so many of you have been able {0 come
and see our town and our civic buildings, of which we are
very proud. I hope you will enjoy the tour of the

and your stav here. I also hope very much that you
will find acquaintances here who will bacome your permament
friends because, as far &s 1 can see, one of the most
important aspects of these visiis is that Personal friendhips,
and Commmnity friendships will develop into what is always
desirable = Nationazl friendships.

I think this visit is a very important event and, for

that reason I would like, in my welcome, to give tharesto

those responsible for its organisation. It is work that

is well done and is well worth doing and we thank them very

(5415 1 b1 0



Mr. Chairman: Ladies and Genflemen,

I welcome you all to this Council Chamber. This is an
ocoasion after my own heart. Here we have the results of
some very good work, carried out by publiec spirited yolunteers,
with the co-operation of those whose job it is to protect all
users oi the roads, plus the assistance and good will of many
more people who have road safety at heart.

e have also the efforts of all the young persons who
took part in these triels. They have realised that nowadays,
to earn that fecling of axhilaratiéﬁr(ﬁnly to be foumd by
cyeling) one has to shoulder respensibil’ tigp to other road-
ugers and leamn to ride properly.

There is something else that all the children have achioved.
Only we parents know of the worry and nervous fLox.lon that we
feel when children first become old enough to cyele and take
their place in the traffic. Of course they must not be stopped
but it is o strein on parents, and the children who have carpied
out these trials will be pleasel to lmow that by completing the
trials they have done something to lighiom the load of their

parents' worry.




In facty all who have contributed to the events that
have led up to this evening - the organisers, the helpers
and prige-givers and the young entrants — are entitled to

the thanks of this community and I do thank you all on

bechalf of the town.




I am very pleased to have the privilege of being
-:here to-night. The Royal Sussex Ragiment were made
freemen of this Borough in 1953;#{30 'l'»hﬂ 0»%1.
Comrades of the Regiment’, wﬁ}\feal & —r pleaaeﬁ
that the venue for your Annual Dinner is our grand
Towvm Hall.

Ey pleasure is tinged with a slight nervousness
because, although I served in the Army in the first
world war, the only connection I had with the county
forces was with the Sussex Yeomanry and the Surrey
Yeomanry, both of whom had their horses taken away, °
were put on bikes and were amalgamated into the 8th
Yeomanry Cyclists. Hence the parody "Bring back my
Gee-Cee to me". |

I spent the last two years of my soldiering in the
60th Rifles. This hybrid soldiering explains my

:  nervousness when I speak in the company of you Cld
| Comrades who are all of one partioular Regiment, and
; gt is famous from Quebec to the Somme and Alamein.




After the first war, I did note at the time the
service of the Royal Sussex Regiment in Treland, West

Indies, Creece, Singapore and, in 1927, China. Yo

doubt some of you Old Comrades were in the Regiment
in those davs, You will see, then, that I have an
jnterest in the doings of the Royal Sussex and I have
noticed that to~-day, the Regiment goes wherever a

"hush fire" is threatened.

T gee from the news reports that the Hegiment has
a new Commanding Officer — Lt.-Colonel David Russell.
T understand he is no stranger to this Town Hall. I
congratulate him and the Regiment on his appointment
and wish him and the Regiment best wishes when they
take up their new duties in Aden. I have not seen Aden
since 1921, Put I understand the climate is still not
of the best, and there is an atmosphere of a different
kind now. A year ago last Christmas my son-in-law was
gtoned there whilst on a fact-finding mission. I hope
the present terrorist activities will scon cease and

the Royal Sussex Regiment will be able to return home

and march through Lewes, exercising their righis as
e
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I have a double plcasurelin giving you a welcome to
this Council Chamber. Firstly, I am always glad to welcome
the organisations that malke ﬁp our commmnity and to know
they are safely launched on their year of activity. This,

I eonsider, is onse of the chief duties of a Mayor and I am

pleaned to carry it out.

Jecondly, the Workers' Educational Association iz my own
particular favourite among organisations, and, on occasions
gush &g this, my .iﬁ“ roes back to when I started the lewes
Branch in 1931. "108e were toush times for the Mavoreass and

_ me, and tough times for the Branch, because we twe were

only menbers during the firet year. Bui, although the going
wag tough, those days are worth remembering beocause this was
when we cstisht a glimpse of what could be a much fuller life,

and we realised that the W.E.A, could be the door that gave

. has
f'”_This Hranch/survivad some ups and downs during the past

and has grown into quite a good branch. This is a

S

: ing bﬁn&uaﬂ,aa well as giving people the opportunity






FMiret of all I extend a hearty welcome to all of you

who have come to the Grange this afternoon to vinsit thie

fete. The fete has been arranged by the Church of St. Pancras
in aid of warious charities;, and it has a univereal appeal
anyway, by reason of the inolusion of the "Froedom from

Hunger Campaign", which is surely the oconcern of everyone.

N
-

I aleo want to draw attention to the fete aa a project
that needed a very great deal of organising and othor workes
to make it possible at alle I am sure the halpers muat have
been very buay indeed and have bean moat genoroun in giving
their epare time during the weecks that proceded this event.

In these olroumstances I do ask you all to patronise
the stalls and sldeshowa. Good resultes from the stalls at
the end of the dﬁg,-nill make the helpers glad that their
labourn have not bean in vain. DBut, as thoy would be the
firet to agree, that is quite a secondary aims Good finanoial
results will mean that many more hungry people will be helped
o tnﬂmﬁl-lu receive comfort and help from the other

k. ~ obarities which ure inoluded in this projeot beoause you, as
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Fi%st of all I extend a hearty welcome to all of you
who have come to the Grange this afternoon to visit this
fete. The fete has been arranged by the Church of St. Pancras,
in aid of various charities, and it has a universal appeal
anyway, by reason of the inclusion of the "Freedom from

Hunger Campaign", which is surely the concern of everyone.

I also want to draw attention to the fete as a project
that needed a very great deal of organising and other workse”
to make it possible at all. I am sure the helpers must have
been very busy indeed and have been most generous in giving

their spare time during the weeks that preceded this event.

In these circumstances I do ask you all to patronise
the stalls and sideshows. Good results from the stalls at

the end of the dayy will make the helpers glad that their

labours have not been in vain. But, as they would be the
first to agree, that is quite a secondary aim. Good financial
results will mean that many more hungry people will be helped
and many more will receive comfort and help from the other

charities which are included in this project because you, as

patrons, have been so generous.
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This jumble sale is part of a long-term effort by the
o

First, I would like to welcome you all to this jumble

members to raise something really substantial for our local
charities. Ye are all concerned with local enaritics,_ﬂﬁﬁhd

|

I am very pleased to be here and do my bit towards helping

to make this sale a success.

for

(]

I am glad to have the honour of opening this sale

t

v}

another reason. The Lewes Rotary Club is a very big ass
to our town. A feature of it is that the set-up does mean
that able men can get together to carry through various
projects. It might be rendering help when people are in
distress. It might be raising money for charities. It
might be welcoming foreign visitors to the town. All these
jobs have to be done by a community and, accordingly, a

community can be grateful when there is a good Rotary Club

in the town.

Speaking of this sale in particular, it is quite

obvious that a great deal of work has gone into the

|
r




arranging of it. dquite a number of j eople have giver
most enaroun | of their 1 ime arid ].-’LIE.JDUI' . We gcan show
our appreciation of this oy epending as much as we can
20 then, to help the Rotarv Club do wome thing
substantial for local charities;
to show our appreciation of the services rendered to

our community by the Rotarians and

to let those who have arranged this special sale go

home happy because their labour has not been in vain -
I ask you to patronise

he stalls, spend all the

money you can and, to enable you to do so, I declare the

sale open.




FMirst, I would like to welcome you all to this jumble
sale which has been arranged by the Rotary Club of Lewes.

This jumble sale is part of a long-term effort by the

members to raise something really substantial for our local
charities. ¥We are all concerned with local charities, so

I am very pleased to be here and do my bit towards helping

t0 make this sale a success.

I am glad to have the honour of opening this sale for
another reason. The Lewes Rotary Club is a very big asset

to our town. A feature of it is that the set-up does mean

that able men can get together to carry through various
projects. It might be rendering help when people are in

distress. It might be raising money for charities. It

might be welcoming foreign visitors to the town. All these

il
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arranging of it. Quite a mumbder of people have given

oSt generougly of their time and labour. We can show

our appreciation of this by spanding as much as we oan.
=0 then, to help the Rotary Clud do something

substantial for local charities;

10 show our ;yprauiation of fhe services rendered to
our community by the Rotarians and

to let those who have arranged this special sale go
home happy because their labour has not been in vain -

I ask you t¢ patronise the stalls, spend all the

’iiju.y you can and, to enable you to do so, I doclare the

salo open.
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I am pleased to see so many members of the Round Tables
of Sussex, gathered here this evening in the Town Hall of our
County Town. I think this is very fitting for, as far back as

the eighteenth century, Lewes had the reputation of being a

place vhere young men of enquiring minds, met and discussed

things.

Some of the improvements that have taken place in the
country's social arrsngements since that period, were advocated ._
by Thomas Pain who, one might say, served his apprenticeship in
such matters in Lewes and, later on, therc is evidence of the |
part Lewes played in the movement for parliamentary reform,
which ended with the Act of 1832. Ever gince those days there
have been bodies of young men, anxious to render service to
their community. This public spirited attitude served as a

counter to the Laisaag‘. Fairre philosphy of the nineteenth

century, which otherwise could have slipped into an attitude

. of the Dovil take the Hindmost.

;Ir ‘*I:;_‘H hﬁd -
¢\ Of recent years we have/the Round Tablers of Lewes.

|
_ !
T :I'l"'l'mf, I try to keep in touch with all organisations in {‘




the town and go I know, from contact with the Round Table,
thet the members not only render service when called upon so

to doy but look around to see what services they can offer.

The Lewes Round Table have impressed me most favourably and,
therefore, it naturally follows that I am very pleased to mecet

the delegates of other Round Tables within the County.

Lewes thens is a place with a very pronounced spirit of
community. Surrounded on three sides by the Doms, and with

| marshland to the south, it is in beautiful surroundings and

\

ites position helps to foster this spirit of togetherness.
Within the boundaries are quite a number of interesting houses,
where one can sce the gradual development from the Tudoer to |

chﬂ Regency periods.

Tt is true at this time there is tho quostion of traffic.

(Which town hasn't this problem?) But we are working towards
@ solution, and as Lewes is scheduled by the Hinlstry as a

m of groat hiatﬂrin interest, I have no doubt that the
2F3f: of Lewes will be taken into consideration when a

Tﬁf;:iu finally made about a by-pass. +




If we leave out these traffic problems, Lewes is
very well worth a viesit. It is a town which is steeped
in history and the names of such men ac Simon De Montfort,
wio fought with the sword for the first Farlisment, and
Thomas Pain, who fought with the pen for the rights of

man, are known throughout the world as being connected

=

with Lewes.
If any of you care to pay Lewes another visit, I am

gurs you will find a great deal to interest you and that

you will feel that the visit was worthwhile.

I am very pleased to have the privilege of welcoming

you members of the Round Table to Lewes. The town is

honoured by your presenco.




NATIONAL UNION OF RATLWAYMEN PENSIONERS' ANNUAL DINNER, 17TH NOVEMBER, 1965

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemenj

The Mayoress and I are very pleased to be here this
evening with you older members of the National Union of Railway-
men. I assure you it would have taken a good deal to stop us
from accepting your kind invitation to be present. You, like
ourselves, are of the age that can look back to the times we all
remember so well: and, because this is such a gathering, lir.
Chairman, I make no apology for speaking of those times. If we
old ones don'ﬁ who will?

It was a time in the "twenties" of one long struggle by the
Trade Unions, not to increase wages, but to try and maintain the
low wages that were being paid at that time; and, if you will
remember, in districts such as this, the only effectively
organised Unions were the Railway Unions, you will understand
why we are proud to be in the company of you people this evening.

At that time, forty-years ago, there was drawing to a close
a struggle, that had lasted for more than a century, between what
wag still called the Landlords and the Industrialists. These
two factions were divided on a good many issues, but, whatever
may have been their differences of opinion on most things, on one

issue they were united. The new men who were coming along and

----IIIIIIlllllllllllIIIIIIIlIlllIlllllllllllllllllllllllll

telling them they were both wrong, and that the ordinary people
were now requesting a fair share of economic and social justice,

must be stopped at all cost. So on occasion, Tweedledum and

Tweedledee would join forces to try and stop these political
Nnewcomers.,

_in the event however, it was the Industrialists pet party
that disappeared. The Landlord Party took over the industrial
principles of its defunct rivals, and the party whose parents
were the Trade Unions became the other big party, and the
principles for which you struggled in those days are now
accepted by all. You must forgive me for giving you this
rather sketchy piece of social history. I did it to draw your
attention to the work in which the N.U.R. took a great part,
work that was carried out so well that the justice of those |
claims are now accepted by all, even by the people who were the i
most bitter opponents of those claims.

We then, are glad to be here with you ih times that have
changed. I think that one thing alone, the acceptance by
everybody of the prineiple of full employment, is an enormous
step forward: and, in those early days you played your part in
It is then, nice for us* to

making such advances a reality.

see you here: and for making this gathering possible, I
/ thank




thank your Branch Committee of the N.U.R. for their work
in organising this Annual Dinner. Those responsible have
done a good job, and I am sure, when they look round and

see all your faces, they will feel amply rewarded.
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I am pleased to see so many members of the Round Tables
of Sussex, gathered here this evening in the Town Hall of our
County Town. I think this is very fitting for, as far back as
the eighteenth century, Lewes had the reputation of being a

place where young men of enquiring minds, met and discussed

’. things.

Some of the improvements that have taken place in the
country's social arrangements since that period, were advocated
by Thomas Pain who, one might say, served his apprenticeship in
guch matters in Lewes and, later on, there is evidence of the
part Lewes played in the movement for parliamentary reform,

which ended with the Act of 1832. Ever since those days there

have been bodies of young men, anxious to render service to

their community. This public spirited attitude served as a
™ counter to the Laisses-Faizre philosphy of the nineteenth

century, which otherwise could have slipped into an attitude

of the Devil take the Hindmost.

had
Of recent years we have/the Round Tablers of Lewes.
g Being Mayor, I try to keep in touch with all organisations in
N
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the town and so I know, from contact with the Round Table,
that the members not only render service when called upon so
to do, but look around to see what services they can offer.
The Lewes Round Table have impressed me most favourably and,
therefore, it naturally follows that I am very pleased to meet

the delegates of other Round Tables within the County.

Lewes then, is a place with a very pronounced spirit of
community. Surrounded on three sides by the Downs, and with
marshland to the south, it ies in beautiful surroundings and
its position helps to foster this spirit of togetherness.
Within the boundaries are quite a number of interesting houses,
where one can see the gradual development from the Tudor to

the Regency periods.

I+ 4is true at thie time there is the question of traffic.
(Which town hasn't this problem?) But we are working towards
a solution, and as Lewes is scheduled by the Ministry as a
towvn of great historic interest, I have no doubt that the
feeling of Lewes will be taken into congideration when a

decigion ie finally made about a by-pass.




If we leave out these traffic protlems, Lewes i=
very well worth a visit. It is a2 tom which is stesp g
in history and the names of such men as Simon De Nontifort

I
who fought with the sword for the first Pariiasent, and
Thomas Pain, who fought with the pen for the righis of
man, are known throughout the world as being commected
with Lewes.

If any of you care to pay Lewes another visit, I a=
sure you will find a great deal to interest you and that
you will feel that the visit was worthehile.

I a= very pleased to have the privilege of welcoming

you members of the Eound Table to Lewes. The towm is

honoured by your presence.

Fr1a P | L3 e T e R T ]
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Mr. Chairman: Ladies and Gentlemen,
I welcome you all to this Council Chamber. This is an
occasion after my own heart. Here we have the results of

some very good work, carried out by public spirited volunteers,

with the co-operation of those whose job it is to protect all
users of the roads, plus the assistance and good will of many
more people who have road safety at heart.

We have also the efforts of all the young persons who
took part in these trials. They have realised that nowadays,
to earn that feeling of exhilaration (only to be found by
cjcling) one has to shoulder responsibilities to other road-

i

users and learn to ride properly.

There is something else that all the children have achieved.

—

Only we parents know of the worry and nervous tension that we
feel when children first become old enough to cycle and take

their place in the traffic. Of course they must not be stopped

but it is a strain on parents, and the children who have carried

out these trials will be pleased to know that by completing the

trials they have done something to lighten the load of their

parents' worry.

In fact, all who have contributed to the events that
have led up to this g%&ﬁiﬁgf;fthe organisers, the helpers
and prize-givers and the young entrants - are entitled to
the thanks of this community and I do thank you 2ll on

behalf of the town.
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fi$¥vmen of the Bast Sussex Fire Brigade - and that 1 am very

For the second year I have the honour of proposing this
toast to the East Sussex Fire Brigade. The trouble with taking
on a second year of office as Mayor is that you have toasts to
propose for the second time and, if you have resolved to do
your utmost the first year, there is a feeling on the second
occagion of being slightly expended of ammunition. One thing

is clear — I am here to praise the committee, officers and

pleased to do.

v

First then, efficiency. This means keeping up-to-date
both as regards machinery for fire-fighting and the manning
of these machines. I understand that the Brigade has two new
appliances, so they obviously keep up-to-date. No serious
fires suggests to me that the sections are at the scene of a
fire within a very few minutes. This, in turn, suggesis that
the individual firemen and the corporate body of the brigade

are kept in good trim and so the East Sussex Fire Brigade is

able to give the public very high ranking service.




Secondly, there were less fires for the brigade to attend.
This no doubt points to the fact that a very important part of
the work is receiving the attention of both the brigade and the
public. I mean the work of fire prevention. Most people are
not aware of the work that goes into making fire prevention a
successful operation. Not only are hints given to the public,
but inspections are made of buildings, advice given during the
construction and alteration of buildings, and continual
inspections made of those buildings where people gather. All
this points to first class organizing and carrying out of work.
The reduction in the number of chimney fires, although partly
accounted for by the more modern fuels that are used, is also
partly due to the greater care taken Eﬁ the public and this,
I think, stems from good instruction from the fire prevention
service.

Last year I mentioned the services which I called the
humanitarian services and which I believe you professionals
call the "extra services". I notice you have had these to
attend to in the way of clearing up after road accidents and,
in addition, seven cases of rendering assistance when people
were in difficulty through flnuding. In all these extra

A
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services the brigade has shown its worth to the people,
and those members of the public who are directly concerned
are, of course, deeply grateful for the work the brigade
has carried out. Altogether I think that this brigade,

which is, as its name implies, to do with the prevention

of fires and the efficient fighting of fires when preventive

measures have failed, is worthy of the appreciation shown i

it by the public, both for its main job and for its extra
gervices; and I hope that the public will be even more
appreciative when they come to realise the full extent of

the valuable service that is given them.

As Mayor of the County Town, and on behalf of the
community, I do thank the brigade for their services and |
I have very great pleasure in proposing this toast to

The East Sussex Fire Brigade.
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sorvices the brigade has shown its worth to the people,
and those members of the public who are directly concerned
e are, of couree, deeply grateful for the work the brigade
has carried out. Altogether I think that this brigade,

which is, as ite neme implies, to do with the prevention
b of fires and the efficient fighting of fires when preventive
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I am very pleased that, once again, I have the honour

of proposing this toast. I am fortunate, since I have
proposed this toast on two previous occasions. One might
ask if I shall be stumped for words since I have done this
twice before: and, in these circumstances there is a danger
of repeating myself: but I am not hedsd to worry about
dangers, I am here to praise the firemen and, of all years,

this is a year when firemen can be praised.

Many things have happened since I left the Fire Brigade
Committee. A new Chief Fire Officer, Mr. Winning is with
us and I wish him every success. He has started in a year

of important happenings.

On a previous occasion I was able to comment that "no

gerious fires" in a report, meant that the sections were

at the fire within a few minutes of being called, and this,

corporate body of the Brigade are kept in very good trim
and so the East Sussex Fire Brigade can give the publie

first olass service. This still obtains this year, as does

the other work of the Brigade, that of fire prevention.

(1)




/g”///i;ls very important part of a fireman's job is receiving

the attention of the Brigade and of the public and we want

the public to pay attention to fire prevention.

Now, this year we have had a very serious fire within
the Borough: one that is so important that it received
nation-wide attention. This fire was fought under very
4 adverse conditions because of the nature of the conflagra-
tion and the place where it eccurred. I refer to the
burning of the plastic material at the Prison. I was a
spectator from the road and could imagine from the dense black
smoke, what a terrific job the Brigade had to carry out.

I gather the Secretary of this Brigade Social Club was a

casualty for a while and I would like to make mention of

the work of the men who were in attendance. It is very

probable that, from this fire, will come a fresh conception

F o, about workshops in relation to inhabited quarters in prisons.

You will gather, from what I have said, that I have the
usual "member of the public's" great regard for the Fire
Brigade. My regard, however, is not just a romantic one:

I have seen some of the reality of a fireman's work at our

previous big fire, when I worked at Baxter's.

(2)




P cooveTs by reason of my work on the Town Council, I know

a good deal of the work put into fire prevention by examin-
ing and passing plans for new buildingﬂ;.by inspection of
buildings where people gather. All these things are carried
out quietly by the Brigade besides the clearing up of road
crashes. The fireman serves the public in many ways.

Were I a better speaker I could really give the Brigade its
due. However, as I am not sufficiently articulate to do

this, I must rely on your believing in my sincerity when I

ask you to rise and drink this toast; "The East Sussex Fire

Brigade".
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Thank you for the invitation to my wife and to me to
be present at this Annual Dinner of the Lewes & District
Teachers' Association. I consider it a great honour to be
invited to propose this toast.

This is a new departure for me. This Association, as
I see it, is composed of men and women, banded together into
a corporate body because they have great responsibilities
which go in two directions. The Craft and the Industrial
Unions, with which I have had most to do over a considerable
period of time, have a duty to perform which is chiefly to do
with the welfare of their members. You people of this
Association have a job to do which has iwo main objectives,
and these two objectives have to be of equal concern to the
people whom you elect to your various executive committees:
your duty to your members and your concern for your chargess
children, who, during the four or five hours or so of the
day when their minds are most alert, and their bodies are
most active, are in your charge for instruction, not only in
the three R's, but for their first guidance towards what I

call the operative ideals, without which people would find it

impossible to live in a community.

T e A T




Children like security, or what I have heard desoribed
as "the support of a firm framework of laws and rules of
polite conduct" though, within this firmly applied framework,
there needs to be plenty of room for training in independence.
if::%rﬁaa that it is wvital that a correct balance between too

much freedom and too much restriction be found. Any adult
person has to learn to conduct his life within this balanced
limit and communities have to be formed which allow the
greatest amount of individual freedom commensurate with
maintaining the cohesion of the society. Without this
cohesion a society would not last, whether it is a nation,
a community, a class or an organisation such as this
Agsociation. This toast thanL}s, to me, an appreciation of
AN '

the value of your work tu‘\the community and to society as a
whole.

You will have gathered by now that I am approaching what
I have called my new departure of toasting the National Union
of Teachers, not with the awe that is pdpularly supposed to
be the attitude of one who was an Edwardian schoolboy towards

teachers, but with plenty of healthyrespect for their work

and for the part played by them by instructing in the right




bzlance within society. I think a man or woman who can
make a child's life happy by giving him security, which
brings tranquility and respect for others, and freedom}which
fosters initiative and respect for himself, is performing a
great service to humanity, quite apart from the service he
or she renders by teaching the curriculum.

So much then, for what might be called my subjective
view of your Association. When I had thought this out I
decided to try to see the National Union of Teachers as it
t really is and, to me, your constitution seems suited for the
carrying out of the tasks required. It is the largest body
of the "Joint Four" but, as far as I, an outsider, can see,
its decisions are, generally speaking, in the interests of

professional unity. It has a large National Executive

Committee which should make for cohesion; while at the same

time, the autonomy of local associations such as this one,
gives some measure of local independence.

Now local independence is very nice but it means work,
and the shouldering of responsibility, plus the ability to

make decisions. I, therefore, wish to include in my toast

my regards to your local President and the members of your




o

Committee who, on occasions, are called on to make these
decigions. There are other duties too, that your local
executivés have to carry out.

much more quickly than I can.

My toast is then - "The National Union of Teachers

and the Lewes and District Teachers' Association'.

cf'm‘;(dd & meel . /I%fé!w@ew
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: Mr, High Sheriff, My Lord, Your Vorships, ladies and Gentlemen,

- T COMMUNITY Thank you for the toast. One is always glad to hear praise and
goodwill extended to the home town; and Lewes is a grand place, set in
beautiful surrcundings and having, within ite boundaries, many beautiful

%a. There is more to this town, however, than i1%s geographical
position and its good-looking 8y ond m%u. quite rightly
drawn our sttention to the compunity that ie also Lewes. A commnity that
ie conscious of the unique characteristics of its town and has shown,
during recent years, its ability to defend the tosn nzainst those who
would mutilate it. It is a commmity that contains a surprising nmumber of
voluntary erganieations, ranging from the ocultural right through to socisl
and sports clubs, and it io a community which has »@¥ been much enriched

o nlg b

by the members of the University who now live near or in the town.

Une is also glad to hear s tosot extended to the Corporstion. Teo
many people, when they think of it at all, seem to take the view that Loecal
Gqﬂmnt is a sort of oontest, with the Council versus the Rest. Really,
of course, it ig the Counocil for the rest, and loeal Government is the
concorn of everybody beocsuse every soul im the country is affected by the
work of local Coumolils. There may be sowe exceptions, but I thimk it is

_#afe to eay that all the basic things that make civiligation s we know it
m ‘from drainage, w-umltwtunnurmmunm is
ﬂ“#fhﬂl Government and, althou;hthn public may whh

. indifferent, this faot remainsy ihe degree of officiency ﬁ.ﬁ
M Counoil carrics out this work has a tremendous bursgn

o lnl the very lives, of all within its boundaries. "hether

: . ﬂnfw mum-umpmmum
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visual mmenities in a town; the work of the looal Councll im the conocern

of everyone.

Yot 1t sometimes meemm as though Looal Government is the concern of
no one if we judge by the reportm of the low percentage of people who
rocord their votes each May in mome towns. But I exempt Lewes from
oritioiem on this soore, for just as Lewes has a percentage of regleterad
ronders at the publie library that is doubla the national average, and
the oultural and other organisations I have mentioned whioh, I mn assured,
gompare very favourably with other towne, 80 Lewes, when it ocomes to the
Munieipal Eleotions, has a higher percentage of people who repord thelr
votes than many towns. There are, no doubt, many reasons for thie, but
I think a very important one is the number of organisations there are in
the town. In my opinion, a comsunity should ocontain within iteelfl a
plurality of autonomous socletles. fio thelr membera work, and the younger
members are trained to take up responsibilitice, taught to work on
committees and helped to develop into peaple oapable of taking gharge of
thelr town's affaire. From this set-up comes the effective voter.

Voters - which naturally brings me to the members of the Council.

Being a Counolllor myself, 1t would be unseemly of me to dwell too mach

on the members. I have, however, worked on all the committeea during

the last ten years and I have watohed the members at work. I have observed

them when, on coossion, there have been some of the more disagreeable jobe

to be done and it is encouraging to notice how thay buckle to. Sometimes

deolsions have to be made with real anguieh, partioularly on housing and
health committees, when really dimtressing cases have to be considered.
Then the member of the Council has to do his best to make pound judgments
an m do iﬂ;, without ignoring the emotional pressures that bear

: iy \




Then there are the Officers. Once again I must be brief because I
am oonscious of the officers' presence and I don't want to appear too
fulsome. But I hope they will realise how much their work and loyalty
ie appreciated by the members of the Council. I particularly admire the
patience they show when, from their professional know how, they are called
upon to guide us in partioular matters. I should also make mention here
of the inside and outside staffs in the charge of the officers.

And so Ladies and Gentlemen, in responding to this toast I have spoken
of the community and the work to be carried out. Work, which I have
suggested is of the utmost importance to our civilization and which is
carried out by Local Government. I have also spoken of the Voters, the
members of the Council and the Officers, which three bodies of people I
think of as the triple pillars that uphold Local Government. Whatever
changes take place in the structure of Local Government, it is to be hoped
that these pillars remain strong.

" And so Sir, in responding to this toast I think I have included all
the inhabitants of the town and, on their behalf, I do thank you for the
eloquent way in which you have commended our towne.

In conolusion, I should like to thank you for the very kind remarks
you have made about myself and my Mayoress. However unworthy I may feel
of such high praise, I whole-heartedly endorse your words about the Mayoress.
Without her gupport, being Mayor of Lewes would be a much more difficult

task.




Mr. High Sheriff, My Lord, YTour Worships, Ladies and Gentlemen,

THE COMMUNITY Thank you for the toast. One is always glad to hear praise and

goodwill extended to the home town; and Lewes is a grand place, set in
beautiful surroundings and having, within its boundaries, many beautiful
z ”b? There is more to this town, however, than its geographical
position and its good-looking Mxnes, and ﬂﬁﬂMéTﬂte rightly
drawn our attention to the community that is also Lewes. A community that
is conscious of the umique characieristics of its town and has showm,
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THE WORK One is also glad to hear a toast extended to the Corporation. Too

many people, when they think of it at all, seem to take the view that Local 1

Government is a sort of contest, with the Council versus the Rest. Realiy,

*L\;n_r_mmf , afd Local Government is the

concern of everybody because every soul in the country is affected by the

work of Local Councils. There may be some exceptions, but I think it is

gafe to say that all the basic things that make civilisation as we know it

possible -~ from drainage, hygiene and through to most of the education - is
‘the work of Local Government and, although the public may appear to be
completely indifferent, this fact remains; the degree of efficiency with

the Local Council carries out this work has a tremendous bearing on

*hﬁalﬁllihﬂiﬂij and the very lives, of all within its boundaries. Whether
= gjw, 8ay, h;nl?.n to safeguard the public in large buildings or preserving




VOTERS

COUNCILLORS

Tet it sometimes seems as though Local Government is the concern of
no one if we judge by the reports of the low percentage of people who
record their votes each May in some towns. EéffI exempt Lewes from
criticism on this score, for just as Lewes has a percentage of registered
readers at the public library that is double the national average, and
the cultural and other organisations I have mentioned which, I am assured,
compare very favourably with other towns, so Lewes, when it comes to the
Municipal Elections, has a higher percentage of people who record their
votes than many towns. There are, no doubt, many reasons for this, but
I think a very important one is the number of organisations there are in
the tomn. In my opinion, a community should contain within itself a

plurality of autonomous societies. So their members work, and the younger

members are trained to take up responsibilities, taught to work on committees
and helped to develop into people capable of taking charge of their town's
affairs. From this set-up comes the effective voter.
Voters - which naturally brings me to the members of the Council.
S AanA
Being a Councillor myself, it-weuld be unseemly of-me tc dwell too much
on the members. I have, however, worked on all the committees during the

last ten years and I have watched the members at work. I have observed

them when, on occasion, there have been some of the more disagreeable jobs

to be done and it is encouraging to notice how they buckle to. Sometimes
decisions have to be made with real anguish, particularly on housing and
health committees, when really distressing cases have to be considered.
Then the member of the Council has to do his best to make sound judgments

and he must do this, without ignoring the emotional pressures that bear i

on him.



Then there are the Officers. Bﬁﬁq;ﬂ@ﬁ&néfﬂhﬁﬂrﬁrﬂhmiaf‘tanauae A

_am- ﬂﬁmaimn#fhwfﬂcﬁbajﬂprﬁaeme and I don't want to appear too

.-«’.ff,-_ .-Cr-"'J 36‘_1_/«{_
fulsome. But I hope they Wiil realiaed‘hwﬁﬁdoh their work and loyalty
Milang Lo o Lae, %
is—appraeciated by the-membexrs of the Council. I particularly admire the

patience they show when, from their professional know how, they are called

¥ 4 2w Llend e A y
uf(n;g uide us in particular matters. I mmmﬁ-m?ﬁan
f the i ide- E“éin_the_chuge_ﬂf—_tha—ofﬁLErm

And so Ladies and Gentlemen, in responding to this toast I have spoken

of the community and the work to be carried out. Work, which I have
suggested is of the utmost importance to our civilization and which is
carried out by Local Government. I have also spoken of the Voters, the
members of the Counecil and the Officers, which three bodies of people I
think of as the triple pillars that uphold Local Government. Whatever
changes take place in the structure of Local Government, it is to be hoped
that these plllars remain strong.

And suiﬁk%f in responding to this toast I think I have included all
the inhabitants of the town and, on their behalf, I do thank you for the
eloquent way in which you have commended our town.

In conclusion, I should like to thank you for the very kind remarks
you have made about myself and my Mayoress. However unworthy I may feel
of such high praise, I whole-heartedly endorse your words about the

Mayoress. Without her support, being Mayor of Lewes would be a much

more difficult task.
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council.

Thank you for resolving to make me Mayor of the Borough of Lewes for
the coming year. This is pleasing, for Lewes has been the home of my
wife and myself for sixty or so years and, during all our adult life, we
1ave taken a keen interest in the activities of this community. If you
think of those years, and that interest, in terms of getting to lmow the
people, getting to know the institutions, and learning to love the town
of Lewes, then you will appreciate with what very great pleasure I accept
this post of honour.

§ i

a /
ﬁnd'?hiu position of responsibility, Mr. Chairman;

but then, when a
£

man joins the Council, and I mean by way of going before the voters and
being elected, it seems to me that impliecit in his action in coming forward
is the guarantee, the promise, that he will undertake any job that comes
his way and shoulder any responsibility that may be offered him.

Similarly the voter, when he gives his vote to the candidate of his
choice, has faith that the man he has chosen to represent him on the
Council will never shirk any responsibility that may be offered him.

That there is this unspoken understanding between the voter and his
capdidatg in elections for communities such as oursfis a proposition which

Aais
Ifacﬂepted as true. This has coloured my approach to public life and by

recounting it here, I hope I have defined my attitude towards positions
of responsibility. The Mayoress and I will do our utmost to carry out our
part of the contratt. s -
HMor <i & flok= g confidbren ‘
ane/ I face this coming year with confidence, for behind me I have the
good examples of past Mayors, and I must make particular reference here to
my immediate predecessor, Miss Dumbrell. Beside me are the members of the
Council, the officers with their inside and outside staffs, my wife and
family and a whole host of friends and well wishers, many of whom are in
this chamber to-day as representatives of other organisatiocns which go to
make up the cultural life of a town, together with representatives of
industries, which bring work to the town whereby wages are spent in the
shopa of the town.

In front of me then is this mayoral year which I face with confidence,
knowing that all in this chamber will be reminded by this meeting that

they, and the organisations they represent are what makes the community

of Lewes. | I think Mr. Chairman that thia.&z the appropriate moment f
AN B

or




me to invite all in thie chamber when thie meeting is over, to go to

the Assembly Room and there drink a toast to the hezlth and

prosperity
of the Borough of Lewes - our town.

What I have said so far, Mr. Chairman could, perhaps flatteringly,

be called idealistic.

There is nothing wrong with that. To me it means

that we work together to create the conditions whereby each single member

of the community may enjoy the fulleet life possible. But you and I

are Councillors and we have to keep our feet on solid ground and concern

ourselves with the running of the town. So we must be content to advance

gradually, not necessarily slowly, but step by atep!towards our ideal town.

*tara are some stepe we hope to make during the coming year.

1. We hope, in the very near future, to open the new footbridge
connecting the Pells with Malling. This should prove a boon
by greatly reducing the foot and cycle traffic in Malling
Street and Cliffe High Street.

2. We look forward to the completion of the safety measures at

Malling crossroads.

3. The finishing this yg of the lightlng from ler corner

to Newhaven Road. M h,fz &?

©r
4. Continued progress tJ target of amnothar pavements for

pedestrians.

5. The 01d People's House of Friandahip.

6. The gn mwtu' ﬁu&m &MMO;{
AL,_.J ik e & }z‘f g

These are some of thaEstepu. Meanwhile ordinary work goes on.

il v
Descaling of sewers alau; first time wq N flﬂm% an aﬂ.(lr
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Ladios and Gentlemen,

On bohalf of the Lewes Football Club, I give you all = warm
weloome to the Dyipping Pan.

Although, nt one period, this town hnr!_ a Carnival, with a
procession, on Whitmun Monday, this very fine " woe discontinued

for various reasons. Oonsoquently, 1t is very pleasing to me that the

Football Club have deesided to hold this event to-day. |

Cur Club hae had a succesnful season with regard to the playing

of a groat and skllifu game; and it has provided entertainment of a

traditionel ond high clase nature on Saturdays during the past season
e’ Aas

and, by earning prom y they-have theroby given we people of Lewes the

rtunity Yo watoh an even higher standard of association football. Ve,
the spectators, have also bheen promoted.

Now this le very nice for all of us, but it means an even
greater effort by the Club and by the players in partioular. We must not
forpet, however, that it means a greater effort on behalf of all of ue
who very much enjoy our Saturday afterncons in the Dripping Pan; for there
is ono thing we muat bear in uilm!. Like all good things, this up-grading
of our Club meane nlse the up~grading of we speotators and it is going to
cost the Football Club more money and, when we remlise what this added
exponne will mean to the Club, Inmumglunmmspm_
in a positive way by patronising this Carnival and being as generous as
is poseible thim aftermoon. At this time of the yoar our enthusiasm for
mmnrwmthwmimuulimmmlutmﬁtmﬁ
that as wo go round the stalls, ummupmma
of one of those Mwnmvwm“mmﬂ
shyedeal condition end tommwork and we fosl we would sladly help their
efforte. : ' n.\gk

!mﬂuhhﬂn mmhmmummmu
ummuo mmmfsm *uq&m#
.. think o m,md ﬂnm&mw« the
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THE COMMUNRITY

THE WORK

Thank you for the toast. One is alwaye glad to hear praise and
goodwill extended to the home town; and Lewes is a grand place, get in
beautiful surroundings and having, within ite boundaries, many beautiful
houses. There is more to this town, however, than its geographical position
and its good-looking houses, and you Madam have quite rightly drawn our
attention to the community that is also Lewes. A community that ie conscious
of the unique characteristics of its town and has shown, during recent years,
ite ability to defend the town against those who would epoil it. It is a
community that contains a surprising number of voluntary organisations,
ranging from the cultural, right through to social and sports clubs, and it
ie a community which will, I am sure, be strengthened and enriched by the

addition of the Soroptimists' Club. J

One ie also glad to hear a toast extended to the Corporation. Too many
people, when they think of it at all, seem to take the wiew that Local :
Government is a sort of contest, with the Council versus the Reet, but Local
Government is the concern of everybody because every soul in the country is
affected by the work of Local Councile. There may be some exceptions, but
I think it ies safe to say that all the basic thinge that make civilisation
as we kmow it possible - from drainage, hygiene and through to moet of the
education - is the work of Local Government and, although the public may
appear to be completely indifferent, this fact remaine; the degree of
efficiency with which the Local Council carries out this work has a tremendous
bearing on the well-being, and the very lives, of all within its boundaries.
Whether it is, say, byelaws to safeguard the public in large buildings or
preserving visual amenities in a town, the work of the Local Council is the

concern of everyone.



VOTERS

COUNCILLCRS

Yet it sometimes seems as though Local Goverrmment is the concern of
no one if we judge by the reports of the low percentage of people who
record their votes each May in some towns. I exempt Lewes from criticism
on this score, for just as Lewes has a percentage of registered readers at
the public library that is double the national average, and the cultural
and other organisations I have mentioned which, I am assured, compare very
favourably with other towns, so Lewes, when it comes to the Municipal
Elections, has a higher percentage of people who record their votes than
many towns. There are, no doubt, many reasons for this, but I think a very
important one is the number of organisations there are in the town. In my
opinion, a community should contain within itself a plurality of autonomous
gocieties. So their members work, and the younger members are trained to
take up responsibilities, taught to work on committees and helped to develop
into people capable of taking charge of their town's affairs. From this
get-up comes the effective voter.

Voters - which naturally brings me to the members of the Council.
Being a Counci}lor myself, I can't dwell too much on the members. I have,
however, worked on all the committees during the last ten years and 1 have
watched the members at work. I have observed them when, on occasion, there
have been some of the more disagreeable jobs to be done and it is
encouraging to notice how they buckle to. Sometimes decisions have to be
made with real anguish, particularly on housing and health committees, when
really distressing cases have to be considered. Then the member of the
Council has to do his best to make sound judgments and he must do this,

without ignoring the emotional pressures that bear on him.




Then there are the Officers. I don't want to appear too fulsome.

But I hope it is realised what their work and loyalty means to a town.

I particularly admire the patience they show when, from their professional
know how, they are called upon to guide us in particular matters. I am
sure this virtue of patience is worthy of mention.

And so Ladies and Gentlemen, in responding to this toast I have
spoken of the community and the work to be carried out. Work, which I
have suggested is of the utmost importance to our civilization and which
is carried out by Local Government. I have also spoken of the Voters, the
members of the Council and the Officers, which three bodies of people 1
think of as the triple pillars that uphold Local Government. Whatever
changes take place in the structure of Local Government, it is to be hoped
that these pillars remain strong.

And so Madam, in responding to this toast I think I have included all
the inhabitants of the town and, on their behalf, I do thank you for the
eloquent way in which you have commended our town.

In conclusion, I should like to thank you for the very kind remarks
you have made about myself and my Mayoress. However unworthy I may feel
of such high praise, I whole-heartedly endorse your words about the Mayoress.
Without her support, being Mayor of Lewes would be a much more difficult

task.
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¥r. Chairman and Members of the Council.

Thank you for resolving to make me Mayor of the Borough of Lewes for
the coming year. This ie pleasing, for Lewes has been the home of my
wife and myself for sixty or so years and, during all our adult life, we
have taken a keen interest in the activities of this community. If you
think of those years, and that interest, in terms of getting to lknow the
people, getting to know the imstitutione, and learning to love the town
of Lewes, then you will appreciate with what very great pleasure I accept
this post of honour.

_Je\(ﬁi{pﬁsitiun of responsibility, Mr. Chairman; but then, when a
man joins the Council, and I mean by way of going before the voters and
being elected, it seems to me thnﬁﬂthlinit in his action in coming forward,
is the guarantee, the promise, that he will undertake any job that comes
his way and shoulder any responeibility that may be offered him.

Jimilarly the voter, when he gives his vote to :hha candidate of his
choice, has faith that the man he has chosen to represent him on the
Council will never chirk any responsibility that may be offered him.

That there is this unspoken understanding between the voter amd his
candidate in elections for communities such as ours is a proposition which

/
I, accepted as true. This has coloured my appreach to public 1life and by

/

recounting it herey I hope I have defined my attitude towards positions
of responsibility. The Mayoress and I will do our utmost $o carry out our

part of ;the contract. 0]
e & qw}-o14f7£ﬁip{’ah;ju£4 z:
ano 1 face this coming year with confidence, for behind me I have the
good exemples of past Mayors,and I must make particular reference here to

nmy immediate predecessor, Miss Dumbrell. Beside me are the members of the

Council, the officers with their ineide and outside staffs, my wife and
family and a whole host of friends and well wishers, many of whom are in
$hie chamber to-day as representatives of other organisations which go teo
make up the cultural life of a town, together with representatives of
industries, which bring work to the town whereby wages are spent in the
shops of the town.

In front of me then is this mayoral year which I face with confidence,
Ynowing that all in this chamber will be reminded by this meeting that




me to invite all in this chamber when this meeting is over, to go to
the Assembly Room and there drink a toast to the health and prosperity

of the Borough of Lewes - our town.

What I have said so far, Mr. Chairman could, perhaps flatteringlg

be ealled idealistic. There is nothing wrong with that. To me it means

that we work together to create the conditions wherehy each 8ingle member
of the community may enjoy the fullest life possibdle. But you and I

re Councillors and we have to keep our feet on s0lid groumd and concern
ouraeclves with the running of the town. 50 we must be content to advance
gradually, not necessarily slowly, but step by utip)tuwurda our ideal town,

#dore are some steps we hope to meke during the coming year.

1. Ve hope, in the very near future, to open the new footbridge
conneécting the Pells with Malling. This ghould prove a boon
by greatly reducing the foot and cycle traffic in Malling
Jtreet and Cliffe High Street. :

2. Ve look forward to the completion of the safety measures at l
Xalling crossroads. f

3. The finishing this year of the light from Library corner i.

Han we chall be o 4 J;Eﬁ t
to Newhaven Roads (7 suss, W r
wanth

4. Continued pfogrlll‘t{

our target ur -nonthur pn#unnntl for

pedestrians.

5« The Old Panpln <] E::?u of endship. |
6, The housing -u% “—fbﬂ/ﬂ and ;Z:‘ |

W and one ¢wuéfaﬁ?¢f Hnetin,
These are some of thlm!tlpln I#lnmhila urdin work gnau nn.




Thank you for resolving to make me Mayor of the Borough of Lewes
again. When I was made Mayor-Eleet, it was pleasing to me that the
decision was unanimous; and it is pleasing to me, and to my wife, to
learn, from the warmth of the greetings we receive as we go about the
streets of the town, that the decision was welcomed. So my thanks, also,
to the townspeople for their goodwill.

This is a position of responsibility. On a previous occasion I
tried to define my attitude towards the taking up of any position of
responsibility by an elected member of the Council. Briefly, as applied
to me it is this. When I offer myself as a candidate at the local elections
(and this has been on eight oocasions), I understand the voter to kmow,
as I know, that (aparf from any particular issue we may be discussing at
the moment,) I am offering, if elected to attend the meetings and to

shoulder any responsibility that may come my way during my stay on the

Council. When elected, I consider a contract to that effeect to have been

made, and I do my utmost to carry out my part of it.

This is a position that requires confidence. Leaving out my previous
term of office for the moment, I gain confidence from the work done by
past Mayors. Here I would like to meke reference to the late Alderman
Baker. We are grateful for the work he carried out on behalf of the town
and we are sorry that, since he died in harness, he was unable to enjoy
the easier time he had earned, and would have received, a few months later.
I must pay tribute to my immediate predecessor, Councillor Day. Being
called into consultation by him on several occasions, I know that he did

a good job under trying conditions.

I gain confidence from the encouragement given me by the members of
the Council. From the help always given me by the officers and their staffs.
From the presence this evening of my family. Always a tower of strength,
my wife as Mayoress, and the family always ready to rally to my assistance,
for I frequently need their help. Then, again, into this Council Chamber
I have tried hard to crowd representatives from as many organisations as
possible, my aim as before being to make this a town meeting. This evening

then, this community shows ite cohesion by the presence of representatives

from its industries, both management and labour: its professional, business




and commercial life.

Ite churches, its educational and other associations

and clubs, and so right through to some individual people I have invited

for special reasons. From all of you, then, the members of the Council,
the officers and the representatives of the community here this evening,
I gather the confidence I require to carry out the work of Mayor as I

understand it, and I am grateful to you all for being present to support

me this evening.

When I wae made Mayor four years ago, the Council were about to start
four capital projects. The main road lighting, the Willey Bridge, the
Industrial Estate and the Weald Court flats. We can be pleased that in
this short space of time these projects have come into being and into use.
In addition, other housing projects and road reconstruction projects
have been completed. We can be proud of the progress made during this
period, and we can be generous enough to acknowledge the part played by
the four men who have left us as a result of the election. I know that

this Council, as a corporate body, will continue with its day-to-day work

for the community and that it will carry out further capital development

as the opportunity arises. I hope, however, that it will continue to give
its blessing to those organisations whose aim it is to create opportunities
and provide facilities for the cultivation of the mind and the body. I
hope it will continue to keep a watch on our fine old houses and our
historiec landmarks. These are part of our heritage, as is the connection

between Lewes and world wide historic thought, both through that thirteenth

|
|
\
\
century thinker and soldier, Simon de Montfort, who fought, with his Army,
for the right of the first Parliament: and with that eighteenth century
member of this town's governing body, Thomas Paine, who fought, with his i
pen, for the rights of man. I think we can all agree that Lewes is a

town of which we can be proud; we are the representatives, and I do invite
all of you, in this Chamber, to make your way to the Assembly Room when

this meeting is over and there we will drink a toast to the future of the

town of Lewes and its townspeople.
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On ocoaslons such ns this priu—giviw_:,fmmmmry to enlist
the aid of a2 person of conaiderable M}tﬂ stature to make a speech after

the distribution of tho wwda.f)d{ of us in the hell can then sit back

and enjoy listening to a tredt of elocution, or of wit or of logic. Cenerally

it is 211 three of that we enjoy. To=night you are not goins to be so

|

ft}rtuﬂhtﬂ. AL :11'\1 Ve, now that t"l{" T-_‘[‘#':E}EI"'!'-" tion has taken Flf".ﬂ-ﬁ, i'l—} the

L
Mayor, to whom has beon given the great honour of addressing you. Vhen this
great priviless was offored me, I reflected that 1 can maoke no ¢laim to mental
gtature, or to the it of élocution or of wit ¢ of logics. A11 I have i a2

lon~ exnerionce of what used to be called erlkcing - close 1life.
Howav ¢ that exrerience has beon that I havo known many splendid men

an? vomen snd thoy gave me thelr teashing and advice en living, gemerally

speaking, a full 1ifes  IF, ﬂnring my short sneech this evening, az};gr particle

of the wipdom I have received from them, and from tha bocks I have M, S
et M 7o :

: Zrrmeif to any one of you youns peopls, I shall feel satisfied

that this effort has been worth while.

having bean retired for five years and things shnngflﬁﬂ Qﬂiﬁklfiiéf§f£EUﬁfifh. J
And, although my last twe apprentices were fortunate cnough 4o attend the
London 3chool of Frinting on day-release, to study machine ruling, the main
part of my 1ife was of the period when the care, the encoursgement and the
general educption now offered to apprentices and other young peeple wzs clnost

non-existents I ooy g

field of educati sn_':&:iuh was mried out by groups of progressive employors,
who shoulderad gﬁ*s’mmiﬂlﬁy in the past. Tow we have pleces, like the

Lewes Technicnl College, in many parte of the count>y, offering many

opportunities for those who will take thom. A1l kinds of trades and siills
are tausht to reinforxce the learning of the practieal work 'lhidl'tha apprentice
acquires during the of his every~day employment.

From the msmo of this college, one might receive the immression that
what is taught here i all "techmicel" in the sencc that it is to do with
m" m "'*’ besiden learning "work" theortes st thig college

thege theories 1t

thm),

this college gives the 4 .“
students,



whatever ;woun of studies, an opportunity of learning theories applicable

%0 our type of oivilisation. At this ocollege he is received ingy , commudty

of young péople like himself, esger to learn about their work amd 4, learn

about 1ife: ond it is at this point that his life can really begin,
Having boon equipped with the tools and the tochnical knowledge appro-

prlate to his trade, he is being prepared to take his place in the national

annn:nx"{::. . geographically aituated as this couniry is, it is vital that

all workors be ble, because o their training, o use their full potential, )
Heving take: the onvortunity, while here, to learn something of the
theorier have to do with the guiding of the civiligation in which he
lives, he is betier able 10 distinguish and sppreciate what is going on in
the 1ii ound him and in the larger world, |
_Hgvins the company of other young people with shom he cen discuss these

thince, he learns to be articulate;  to put forward a point of view, and,
very important, to listen %o another persods point of visw, Dbecause, q;u:lﬁ
often, progress towards the solving of a problem is made by way of a
synthesis of parts of differing opinions, Thexefore, he will lasm the
neceseitics of compromise when negotiating andﬂwha't. to drop es inessential iIn
order to reserve an essentiale This will be of immense value to him in life,
aspecially if he has o bent towards Trade Union work at any lewel. X |
So, when owr ideal apprentice reaches the -'t.ima when he takes on the
resvonsibilities of a citizen, he will bs better equipped to M?JM than
he would have been had no Technical Colleges becn amvailable to him (atﬂ, in
a democratic country, unlese there is 3 sufficient mumber of people 80

equipped, to form & leaven, as it were, damncruc,}.r 111 fail). He will remombe:

that, just no he had to make the work theories of his Technical Gallega it

about 1ife to fit the facts of a gituation. lacto can't be stretched to fii.-'.,..'
our theoriess but if he has learnt te be a citizen as he has learnt 4o bo'y

tradesman, our uparantiua will kmow how to gradunlly sdjust thinge to

requirements. /_‘tTha men of the past who conceived the idea of Techni




W g #3085 and the good that would oome of providing them had ye@ *°
__ h.m 90 there was a good deal of persuading to do before erouw?
other people shared the view that 1t was & sound thing to build the colleFe"’
Lot mo stress what I have just sedd. "Enough othor people shared
view". "hat is why the colleges are here. It means that enough other 160018
Were porguaded, not antasonized. There is & losson for us hera.%i‘.fhm. you
wish to collectively advooate reforms, do not let ysur collective enmthusiacm
Jeopardins the chances of achieving what is possible by antegonising the
people you should be trying to persuade to join you. Our pioneers,; then,
ad jupted the situntion to fit their theories by changing, by persussion,
the olinmate " opinion so that the memns enabling this type of odnmﬁm 10
npocead vere made availabley and they have proved their theory correct by
the thousands of people whose lives have thereby been anrinhad by the m
of dedicated prinecipals whe carry on the work; and by the Ilar you mﬂ
and women resvond te the efforts made on your behalf by the pﬂmi 4
flughery end his staff. Those men who first worked towards meling their g’ﬁn
of thls type of educational refoms a fact, have Mmumpp, A
lesson that is very appropriate at this p:mnm time, It :lu m ﬂ '.
obstacles whioh block the way to refomm are not stermal, or mw .I
laoting, rroviding we set about moving them by a tidy, sensible ﬂ . ~.

method, e, & o< . % - R






| C\/Made-am?_‘ Aat &
| Mﬁm{xrﬂﬁ;ﬁﬁ:
%"‘“’” @—”MW@—%W

J”Waé/jxe Mﬂ&*

M “’“’/""7’ "/Z"“y"”“‘/%

Mm-t.m.an*wm&%







I am glad to have this opportunity, once again, of proposing the
toast of this Association of 0ld Comrades, even though there is a danger
of my repeding some of the things I said four years ago: because "D"
Company 5th Sussex is one of my boyhood recollections and, in those days,
we children had acquired a rather 19th century and romantic idea of
soldiering. I used to take a great delight in watching them marching
behind the band, with Hefty Ernie Funnell beating the big drum. Later on,
soon after the war started in 1914, I was an outpatient at Guy's Hospital
and this gave me the opportunity to wander round to the Tower of London
where I would often see men I knew of the 5th on guard there. I can still
recall some of the names of those who went to the Front early in 1915 and
took part in the attacks during the spring of that year, attacks that were

desperate attempts to loosen up the front into open warfare again.

I am not ashamed then, to repeat some of my words of four years ago,
and to stress the shock we at home received as we looked into the windows
of the newspaper office and realised, from the photos displayed there, what
those Aubers Ridge casualties meant to Lewes as a community. I learned
some details because Bill Reynolds returned wounded and, while we walked,

he would describe his observations and impressions of that May 9th.

Now, these happenings took place at a time when I was at my most

impressionable age. That is why I remember them. It was the time when you
members of this Association were young and I was a few years younger, but
old enough to serve during the last two years of that war.

Me events of which I have been speaking this evening are what I might
call "up to the Aubers Ridge" period and they were events of which I was

aware at the time they happened. The further service you carried out with



the Pioneer Battalion of the 48th Division:

the splendid work of the

5th during the third battle of Ypres: the move to Italy and your work

there, are what I had to gather news of afterwards. I would like you

to understand, however, that I have not forgotten to include them in my

wishes for the continued existence of this Old Comrades' Association.
You will understand then, that it is a very great honour to me that

I am invited to propose a toast to this Association of 0ld Comrades.

The Association which you formed soon after the first war and, to your

lasting credit, have kept going ever since. In respect of this, I would

like to pay tribute to the work of

They are to be congratulated on the success of their efforts in keeping
this organisation going and so providing you with an opportunity to talk
together again.

So, Mr. President and Members, I am very glad to propose this toast -

THE cinNQV PR TS
- Susser—RoSime 01d Comrades

Association.




I am glad the agenda of this meeting gives me, as
retiring Mayor, an opportunity to say a few words to show
my appreciation of the confidence placed in me, and the
encouragement given to me, by the members of the Council
during my year of office. It also gives me the chance
to name some particular people to whom I am particularly

grateful. To all members of the Council then - thank you.

I would show my appreciation of the guidance and help
I have received from Mr. Morris, the Town Clerk, and his
staff; Mr. Culmer, the Borough Treasurer, and his staff,
and from Mr. Murphy, our late Borough Surveyor and Engineer,
whose death was a shock to us all. I, therefore, wish to
give my thanks to his staff through Mr. Devlin, the Deputy

Borough Surveyor.

During this year of office, Mrs. Bourne, the Mayor's
Secretary, has been of great help at all times. As I have
salid before, on an occasion similar to this one, she has
steered me through what has sometimes seemed a sea of
etiquette so successfully, that I believe any solecisms

I have committed have been minimal. My wife and I are
grateful to Hru,_ | Bourne.



Mention of my wife, brings me to the mention of her as

my partner in this year's work. When one considers the

organising and extra speaking engagements she has carried

out because of my illness, it can be seen what an able

Mayoress I have had.

Mention of my illness brings me to my Deputy Mayor and
the Deputy Mayoress, Alderman and Mrs. Crees. They had a
time that was far more busy than could have been anticipated
and, right royally, they coped with whatever gituation arose
AT G
through my indiapusition-/\l also thank them, for taking on

the job and for the help given during the year.

To me it has been a time of being more busy than during
previous terms, but a time of making friends of individuals

and their organisations, a time of feeling one was serving

the town, which is rewarding in itself! 4 &mi Y ) 4? o
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to
this meeting in the County Town this afternoon. I was
very pleased indeed when the Brighton Philharmonic Society
asked me to extend an invitation to all local authorities
in the County to attend this meeting, with a view to consider-
ing developing the Society's activities.

The Society was founded in 1925 by Madam Kate Menges
and Herbert Menges, the Musical Director, who is with us
to-day, was appointed in 1925.

When the suggestion of this meeting was first made,

I felt somewhat embarrassed as my knowledge and appreciation
of good music is rather limited but, nevertheless, I do
consider that music plays a very important part in our lives
and I hope that, in the future, this part will increase.

I do not propose to delay the meeting, as I am sure
you will all wish to hear of the proposals which are to be
put forward this afternoon. We have with us, Mr. Nigel
Abercrombie, Secretary-General to the Arts Council and the
Arts Council's Assistant Music Director, Mr. Eric Thompson.
Also present is Mr. Kenneth Matchett, General Manager of the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and, representing the Brighton
Philharmonic Society, Mr. C. D. Pilcher, their Chairman;

Mr. Kenneth Bredon, Chairman of Committee; Mr. Herbert Menges,
0.B.E., Musical Director, and Mr. R. C. Mansell Woodhouse,
Hon. Treasurer, and their Secretary, Miss Cherry Stack.

At the conclusion of the meeting, I hope that you will
join me in the Lecture Room of the Town Hall for tea.

Without more ado I would like to introduce Mr. Nigel
Abercrombie, who has kindly consented to take the chair at
this meeting.
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Mr. Davies has worked very ably for our Borough for

many years = since 1931 in fact. During the years of his

gervice we have seen our parks, playing fields and gardens

develop into the finest pleasure grounds and gardens that

~ can be seen about here.

-_ai.. very great deal of pleasure has been given to people -

of a good deal of thanks for m work over

ars of the development of our grounds.

hed the customary age of retirement,
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Mayoress and I are very happy to be with you members
of the East Sussex Association for the Disabled this afternocon,
and my happiness is greater for having the pleasure of proposing
this vote of thanks to your President, Mrs. Raymond Varren, for
so ably presiding at this meeting. I also wish to include in
this proposition, thanks to those members of the Lewes District
Committee for their hospitality, which is shown by the excellent
tea, and thanks to all those who have made arrangements and
worked so that this meeting should be a success.

One of the benefits of being a Mayor is that he gets the
opportunity of meeting members of Associations such as this,
whose aim is to make life happier for those who are physically
handicapped. I would like then, to take this opportunity to
thank this Association for its work for the disabled in this
area.

I am very happy, then, to propose this vote of thanks to
the President, the Lewes District Committee and all those who

have helped to make to-day a success.
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There are some MWW@@:{ in Lewes that are |

rather nostalgic to me, although the times of which they remind
me are the bad old times. This is because;f when I think back
on those times I can always find some patches of brightness.
These patches of brightness were caused by yearly ew.rcrﬁ:-s} and
some of those were to do with the allotment gardening that

€ col Zaat

took place in those days, and effe ; e rays of brightness

cware Spars Lot

“@H Elphick's Show,

I was not, and still am not, a gardener in the sense
that I ever showed my products but, as most people who are
acquainted with me know, I like efforts by various bodies
within a community. These shows bring out the "free"

A
industriousness" of some ordinary Vi%‘étg and so I like them

and their organisers. The time when I was very conscious of

_&('s Shows was the time of allotment giants like Reuben |
Moore and Bill Richardson. I don't know if anybody remembers |
them now, but the latter was my father-in-law and I could claim:
in those days thal I did my share of show work; for to help
him to prepare exhibits was about a two days job, besides
pushing them to the Hall on Coppard & Likeman's barrow.

(That was where he worked.)

- 1 -
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What Blphicks have done, which I think is very good,
is twofold. They have endeavoured to maintain an interest
in allotments, and they have done a lot to help the new type
of gardening within the curtilage of houses. Also, by running

these shows, they have let the little backyard gardener have
.1 proof that really good produce can be obtained if one really

sets about the job.

I am not skilled enough at gardening to give my opinion
as to whether this show is better or worse than of old, but
of one thing I am sure. Lewes would be worse off if FElphicks
didn't hold their show. This firm is part of Lewes and has

been for many yearse.

On behalf of the town I wish them success and I hope

that the shows will continue each year.



It was very kind of you to invite me to be here this
evening and present these trophies for the Cribbage
Tournament. I think it is a very creditable thing that
the Cliffe British Legion has organised this tournament
and that it is so popular and has attracted all these
entries.

I have never played crib although both my father and
my father-in-law made vain attempts to teach me. Don't
think, however, that because I was incapable of learning a
game which requires so great a skill at mental arithmetic,
I am a philistine. I have a great respect for the gaﬁﬁ
as well as admiration for those lightning calculators who

play it well enough to enter this tournament.

I also have a great regard for the organisers and those |
who have worked in their spare time to bring it to this
succeasful conclusion, the evidence of which we see here
to-night. Those responsible have done a good job within
the community and, as Mayor, I congratulate them as I shall
congratulate the winners and all those who, by entering,

de it possible for the tournament to be held.




Miﬂ %J f{a;f z¢mé/m % M a,m._e:

a@ :”éi /‘/ﬂ‘i/a}mw j? ﬂ/ jw{'yméﬂq Jf/( ¢,¢/f- : M%LM#% /0?4
ﬁémmm, wm&@, “'z’?ﬁ“’? /ﬂ_%ﬁﬁd/ﬁ e gnage Ae ﬂgéf/fnf Lot 231 adidilegn.
0ol Lt gy, 4 wsd Ry M”&MLk 3 {7@ /a_,/)v7 L oerrorq .
#Wﬁé Praulls nls 49{/ Lurillen Lor P - e M/ﬂf% z?é?‘u /ﬁwmﬁo 276;4 wwl
%’ém&ﬁ/;«m/’,w/@/ b par /éf?iffﬁ% ' AeribadE z;{, ..55;7 =

wwﬁmwﬁy Z‘ﬁm csy. éﬁ-@% M

angl .ﬂé/:u@dﬂz Hlre oreg <o ;

| ey onlaiss, jf/ﬁnm WW#W

;W/r j Mﬁ; J&ZZ{W (ol )ﬂé A %ﬁs bm;g,wf f’/ﬁdm@/
-. and J‘cﬂm éﬁ’g;aé/ 4/ W Zﬁf’ggmawf% ﬁ?/
| i

|




-

meﬁ r;/\g;m/szfw«a//nw

Iwas very pleased to be invited here this afternoon,
go that I could be present at the induction of Mr.
Goldsmith as your new Minister. I am very glad, as Mayor
of this town, to welcome him and Mrs. Goldsmith into the
community of Lewes. They will find this is a busy little
community, made up of many organisations, so there is
always something going on; and it is a town that is
getting increasingly popular.

I can assure him, from my experience as Mayor, that
I have found it necessary on more than one occasion, to
call on 211 the various bodies and associations that make
up our community, to render assistance in various ways.

But, quite apart from this, as a student of Social
History, I have a soft spot for the Congregationalists
and I am sure that, as leader of that autonomous body
which is the congregation of this Church, Mr. Goldsmith
will be a success.

I, therefore, extend a hearty welcome from the town
of Lewes, to Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith. I hope they will,

through their office, be members of our community for a

long time.
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When, late last evening, Mr. Watkins asked me to say
a few words at this dinner, besides the feeling of panic
that I generally have when asked to do this sort of thing,
I felt, and still feel, the sensation that I am an interloper.
The truth is that I do not possess a television set and, at
the present time, my E@ﬁe ol viewing is severely limited
for obvious reasons. My knowledge is limited to football
matches, sports meetings, plays, etc., and to the programmes
gpush=ge 1 have seen pr;duued on these two past evenings.
Without a doubt I am at a considerable disadvantage

v

I was very impressed by the equipment, both in quantity

this evening.

and quality, that was used for these programmes which were
televised in Lewes. I was also struck by the marvellous
timing and the wonderful teamwork that made these programmes
possible. Regarding what I might term the more manual staff,
I saw them start work in the Town Hall on Sunday and I was
very surprised to find that, by nine o'clock this morning,

their vehicles and equipment were gone. This points to more

teamwork.




y

I was pleased to note the care taken in the production of
programmes. Television is a very powerful medium of communica-
tiugfand the Southern I.T.V. quite clearly is fully aware of
&ﬁgén-responsibilities.

This is a town of great historic tradition. The names of

such makers of history as de Montfort and Tom Pain are connected
with Lewes, the latter with this hotel itself. This hotel,
however,\can keep pace with the times, as evidenced by this
splendié meal and the arrangements made for to-night's function.
The town, tho' old, can provide a hall where, as we have
seen on the last two nights, equipment and a large audience can
be gathered together. Lewes is set in beautiful surroundings,
bounded on three sides by the Downs and with the marshland to
the south. Its very position tends to foster a feeling,bﬁ'ﬁi

togetherness. If the Southern I.T.V. pay us a return visit, we

should appreciate it if more local characters were called upon
to help.

On behalf of all the guests here this evening, I would like
to thank the Southern I.T.V. for their hospitality, and Mr.
Wilson for coming to our town and giving such an excellent

speech.
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#ith this Bridge we hope to satisfy some wants.

It is desirable that we have some method of bringing
our town into shape, as it were, so that pedestrians don't
have to travel in a kind of big letter U to get to the town
or to Malling.

It is desirable that the young can reach the Baths or
the Pells without the risky journey along Malling Street
and Cliffe High Street.

t is also very necessary that the older people can
make the journey to, or from, Church Lane Estate by a more
congenial and quiet route. Indeed, this will meke a
delightful walk for all of us and, in addition, those who
wish to visit the churches close to either side of the
river will be able to do so. For all purposes this bridge

is useful and, from whatever angle we view it, this bridge

is very good looking and graceful. Our congratulations are
due to the designers and the builders for completing a job

that is an asset to the town, both from a utilitarian and an

aesthetic point of view.




When I was young, this immediate vicinity was called
Curry's and, when considering what name to give the bridge,

it did seem at first to be appropriate to call it Curry's

Bridge. However, we have had a pretty fair struggle to

obtain the bridge and the Councillor who did much to get

it is Councillor Willey. We have resolved, accordingly,

to call it Willey's Bridge.
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I am pleased to be here and to meet all of you at this
Christmas Party, which is one of the main events in the
Association's programme. I understand that you come from
various parts of the distriet - from Lewes, Seaford, Newhaven,
Peacehaven, Polegate, Willingdon, Hailsham, Uckfield,
Crowborough and East Grinstead - and I am quite sure you are
all going to have a happy time. 1 am pleased %o welcome you
all to our Town Hall and Lewes is honoured by your presence.

The work of the members of the East Sussex Association
for the Blind is one of the factors that always has to be
taken into consideration on the credit side when we assess the
work of various aspects of the welfare services, and the
Association earns the thanks of us all for making one of these
gervices run so smoothly and for adding the extra touches of
comfort and comradeship.

This Christmas Party is but one illustration and I think
that the organising of such an event is wonderfully well done.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking, not only

the organisers, but the coach escorts, the Red Cross, the
Women's Voluntary Service, and all of those who have helped to

make this event possible, and to tell them how very much their




co-operation and hard work is appreciated.
As a token of our appreciation, perhaps you would all
th me in giving a round of applause, after

like to join wi

which we will proceed with the raffle.




~ for the first time, my attention was drawn to a booklet on

Sochinsle thecTimg dnthiidics Hlonste, %.4/75;

On being made Mayor of this town and using the Parlour

the desk about the Horder Centre for Arthritics. There were
other booklets about other good works, but this one took my

attention because I have arthritis in the spine alffeagh I—

I noticed that the Horder Centre was an effort to help
sufferers from the pain of this chronic complaint, to achieve

some measure of comfort by being as independent as possible.

There was also memttemed a scheme for building up an organisation
which would arrange for people to visit sufferers from arthritis
who were confined to their own room at home.
I went to Crowborough and was shown over the most advanced
part of the Centre by Miss Bochenek and Dr. Joyce Peake, and I
was very impressed with the aim and the methods of achieving these
targete Altogether the work, and the ideals which inspired it
of these two ladies, made me resolve to help in any way I could.
I have accordingly called this meeting with the aim of
seeing what can be done to help so deserving a cause. Already
the Round Table, as you know, are arranging for a Wine and
Cheese Evening on the 20th November.



After Miss Bochenek has finiahed apeaking, perhaps
we in this room can come to some agreement about the
formation of a branch in Lewes - but we will first learn

from Miss Bochenek what is entalled in thia.







I am pleased to be here and to meet all of you at this
Christmas Party, which is one of the main events in the
Association's programme. I understand that you come from
various parts of the district - from lLewes, Seaford, Newhaven,
Peacehaven, Polegate, Willingdon, Hailsham, Uckfield,

Crowborough and East Grinstead - and I am quite sure you are

all going to have a happy time. I am pleased to welcome you
all to our Town Hzll and Lewes is honoured by your presence.
The work of the members of the East Sussex Association
for the Blind is one of the factors that always has to be
taken into consideration on the credit side when we assess the
work of various aspects of the welfare services, and the
Lesociation earns the thanks of us all for making one of these
gervices run so smoothly and for adding the extra fouches of
comfort and comradeship. )
This Christmas Party is but one illustration and I think
that the organising of such an event ig “Snderfully well done.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking, not only
the organisers, but the coach escorts, the Red Cross, the
Wiomen's Voluntary Service, and all of those who have helped o
: .md to tell them how very much tlelr
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co-operation and hard work is appreciated.

As a token of our appreciation, perhaps you would all

like to join with me in giving a round of applause, after

which we will proceed with the raffle.
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I am pleased to be the proposer of this toast to the
Lewes Bowling Club. I have had a lot to do with the Club
and its members and I find they are a very happy group. This
is the sort of organisation that is an asset to any community
and I have accordingly taken a glance at its history.

We are greatly indebted to those far-sighted men who, as
long ago as 1922, held their first meeting at the New Station

Inn and formed this Club. I am thinking of them all, but I

will mention just two.

Mr. F. W. Parrish, the father of the President, and
Mr. A. J. Reed, who is still playing bowls at the age of
87 and also renders service as a committee man and transport
secretary.

Another well-known Lewes man, the late Alderman Rugg,
worked hard to get the first full-sized green laid down and
completed by 1926, and the first County Match was played
there in 1930.

We are also indebted to past and present officers who have
worked hard fop“the Club in more recent years - some of whom I

see are here to-night. I am going to mention two names again,




an being representative. Mr. Hereward Parrish, President since

1956 and Mr. Mesd, who at one time was Beoretary for eight years.

There im an apology for abmence to-night from one of the
longent wmerving members, who is also a past Captain -« Mr. Jack
Jafferien., In this toant we must make particular mention of
Mr. and Mrep. Jefferies because they are celebrating their
golden wedding and they are in the company of four generations
of their family.

Last year the Club was honoured by one of ite membors
bocoming President of the SBussex County Bowling Association and
I ocongratulate Mr. Lane on his year of office and his energy in

making no many vieits to different clubs in the County. While

on County level, I would like to offer my ocongratulations also to

thome members who have done so well in the County competitions.
| fome reference should also be made to the help given to the
Olub by the former President of the Lewes & Distriot Ladies
Bowling Club = the late Mre. Banke - to the present Chairman of
the Tea Committee = Mrs. Brown - and to the many other ladies

who have glven so generously of their time in looking after the

Iinterents of the members and thelr guests.




When we drink the toast we will include those that
are no longer with us and all of the present workers and
members who have built up a club of which the whole
community can be proud. A club which is truly representative

of this historic town and anhistoric game.

@

"THE LEWES BOWLING CLUB"

#m.-.-mﬁn/%&o&
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lr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with pleasure that I make you welcome to Lewes,
although the pleasure is tinged with a slight anxiety
because, as you are doubtless aware, 1 was connected with
the industry for the last twenty odd years of my working
1ife. The anxiety comes in because I was a dilutee really
and, after much anguish on my part and a really big amount
of patience and kindness on the part-of my employer, Mr.
Reynolds, I did become a machine ruler. I was also
strengthened by the knowledge that William Cobbett, more
than a hundred years previously, had commended Baxters'
farm account books to posterity in his "Rural Rides".

I found during my time that the ruler led a rather

isolated 1ife. He was almost as isolated in the trade -

. being neither a printer nor a bookbinder, as a ruler in |
the political sense of the word.
In short, I am conscious that I don't know as much

about printing as I should do after twenty-one years in

the printing works. Something, however, I did learn as

Father of the Chapel for many years, was that the master

printers with whom I did come into contact, were very good

e e T T =




fellows and ran their industry very ably.

I have read the recent correspondence in "The Times"
concerning the printing and publishing industry and the
results of the ability of the B.E.ML.P. is shown by the
number of new methods of production, and the rationalisation
of the industry., with the resulting increased export trade,
to say nothing of the increased home trade. Indeed, the
industry's export trade is a vital part of the country's
economy and, at home or abroad, printing is the method of
spreading technical knowledge, learning, wisdom and
recreation. The printing office should be entered with
awe .

So, lir. President and members of the British Federation
of Master Printers, I welcome you on behalf of the Borough
of Lewes. The town is honoured by your presence here
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ﬁhe object D%rwhiah is to start a branch of the Oxford
/|

Committee for famine relief, whose popular designation

is Oxfam.

From the people I see here to-night, it is obvious

me that there is no need for me to go into details

ct
o

as to what the aime and immediate programme of Oxfam is.
You will all know the aims, and the immediate programme
will be given to you by the speaker for the organisation.
It will be sui flczent for me to remind- you that
Oxfam was formed in 1942 and it has been found necessary
to carry on the work because the problems it sought to
golve were found to be more permanent than was at Tirst
thought. How long organisations such ag this will have
to carry on — in my opinion - depends on how long it
takes the affluent nations to realise that they must

work as nations to end such a state of affairs. Sme

countries et are steadily getting richer, is—hesw—o——

~ Keep thet=—wai@ttdomn, whilst millions of human

beings in other parts of the world are steadily getting
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directed that the under-develoned countri ill be le, not
only to stand on their own feet, but actuall lp in the
feeding of this world. In my opinion., onlw 1 this is
achieved will mankind stand the slightest chance of survivin

in a world where, as an Oxfam official warned us last wesk
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I am glad to be the proposer of this toast. The Fifth
Sussex are part of the things I remember of my boyhood and
early adolescence. Before the 1914 War I used to watch them
and be very impressed with their smart dress uniforms and
parades. I can't recall all their names, but I knew a good
many of them as they were mostly only a few years older than

FUSNEL
me. Ernie Ba@¥®r and Bill Reynolds are two of the names that

immediately spring to mind.

In the early days of the war I had to attend Guys Hospital,
so twice a week I used to wander round to the Tower where the
Sussex were on guard. I remember those who went to the front
and were caught up in those attacks in the Spring of 1915,
which were the desperate attempts to loosen up the front into
open warfare. I remember too, the shock as we looked into the
windows of the County Herald, as it was then, and realised what
all those pictures of the casualties of Aubers Ridge, etec.,
meant to Lewes. Presently, Bill Reymolds came home wounded
through the lung and I well remember how, as we walked up the
river from the Pells, he described the 9th May.

So my attention was still drawn to the Fifth Sussex and

although Bill Reynolds died and I went into the Army myself,



various little things have always remained in my memory of
the Fifth Sussex of the period when the members of the 0ld
Comrades' Association were young.

I am, then, very pleased to have this honour of
proposing a toast to this 0ld Comrades' Association, which
you formed soon after the first war and, to your credit,
have kept in a flourishing condition ever since.

Perhaps I should mention the work and the interest
taken by the President, Colonel Fazan, and also the work
of Mr. Ketchell as Secretary. They are to be congratulated
on the success of their work in keeping this organisation
of 014 Comrades tgggiggn:and providing this opportunity for
you all to be able to talk together again.

So Mr. President and members, I propose the toast of

The 0l1d Comrades' Association of the Fifth (Cinque Ports)

Battalion, The Royal Sussex Regiment.




/ Fhk I/

I am pleased that once again I have the honour of
proposing the toast to the 0l1d Comrades' Association of
the Fifth Sussex. I am also very pleased to see that so
many of the Old Comrades are able to be present this evening.
. This is the second year running that I have proposed this
toast and, as I told you last year, the Fifth Sussex are
quite a memorable part of the times I can remember before
1914. I had quite a feeling of nostalgia at last year's
Reunion Dinner, as it was held in the old Drill Hall in

Mountfield Road from where, as a boy, I used to see the

Fifth Sussex march.

This year we are in this splendid new building, which

is of a beautiful and modern design, and we do get = sense

. of change regarding the Territorial Army. It reminds us
that half a century has gone by and we are still here to
commemorate the old Fifth Sussex, through your Association

which is made up of the comrades of those days.

We can also reflect that this building emphasises the
change, not only in the techniques of T.A. training, but

3 also in the rising standards of almost everything connected




with T.A., from comfort combined with efficlency in training,
to attractive facilities for recreation. 1 congratulate

those responsible for the way they have kept abreast of the
times. Besides which, Lewes has been provided with a building

which any town could be proud to have within ite boundaries.

Last year I finiehed what I wae trying to say by refer-
ring to the Aubers Ridge period. The difference between my
speaking last year and this year is that then I was speaking
about things I knew about at the time they happened - The
further work which you had to carry out as the pioneer
Battalion of the 48th Divieion. The splendid work of the
Fifth during the third Battle of Ypres. The move to Italy
and your work there - ie what I have had to read about.

I would like you all to understand, however, that in my
wishes for the continued existence of thie Old Comrades’

Asgociation, I have taken note of that work.
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I am honoured to be asked to respond on behalf of those

of us who are visitors, to your Toast "The Guests". I am
pleased to have been included among your guests because this
Distriet of the Manchester Unity of Oddfellows contains many
0ld Lewes names. Names that are familiar because for as long

-"‘ as I can remember they have been a part of Lewes and, indeed,

— —— ——

B N e
e f””j?a/fihree very well known Lewes names, Buckman, Ketchell and HR?)

4L Grayson have made a triple loss to the Oddfellows, as they -
L
L.

were all members.

I have traced the Oddfellows back to the middle of the

eighteenth century and I find that, towards the end of that
century they were sometimes in trouble and suffered State

prosecutions because they "practised Secret Rites" at that

; sl e
dangerous time when Pitts™ Government wer® rather nervous at
._(. the French Revolution just over the water. But all that

earlier period of the Oddfellows doesn't really count.

I find the "New Model" of the Manchester Unity in 1810
is when you really got going, and I need hardly remind you
that this was forty years or so earlier than the time when
most associations became "New Models", in accordance with the ;



A2 F 72y ’k{“&"ﬁ.’

demands of nineteenth (Laissey Fairr) century.

The Oddfellows of that time, then, were men who knew
they must adapt their society to changing times or perish
as a societygand they realised this many years before most
kindred organisations realised it. A society whose founders
Ler€
a»e men of such sound common sense deserve; to survive through

changes. But I must be more local. /’fT }Fﬁ&ﬁﬁ

I notice your Branch has supplied three Mayors of Lewes.
Messrs. Gates, Holman and Kenward. I also notice that from
the time of J. H. Every, the leading local industirialistg of
those days who was also an Oddfellow, to the present day,
this District seems to have been made up of men who lead in
the town and in their eallings. This, no doubt, accounts for
me finding names that are familiar. There was a Barber in

1895 who was the proprietor of the town's Bookbinding Works.

Together with your other guests then, in responding to
your toast, I salute your national historical traditions and
your more local traditions. We thank you for giving us the
honour of being your guests and for Mr. Moorey's eloguence in

proposing the toast. We thank you also for your hospitality




- /*/f-\

at this splendid dinner.

I feel sure that, although this is another period of
change, the men whanyou choose to conduct the affairs of

your District will be found as capable as their forebears

of guiding the District and adapting it t; that change

7 / /
1M,
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I am very glad to see so many people @ggﬁk@ﬁturned up

this morning for the opening of this fair,?ﬁﬁ%gafhaa become
an annual event, and it is greatly to the credit of the
Committee that this is' so.

Each year the fair has given a fillip to the funds of
the 0ld People's Welfare Committee, and, in particular, to
the building fund for the House of Friendship. It
naturally follows then, that we are very grateful to the
organisers, and the firms who present the prizes, not
forgetting all the organisations who have worked and contri-
buted to making this fair a success.

Now it is the custom for us to enlist the aid of some
well-known personality to perform the opening ceremony, and
these good people do a very fine job and do it generously.
You people who are present are in a way, unlucky, because
you have only your local Mayor to open the fair this morning
and I am not a famous person. However, you are only unlucky
as regards the opening ceremony., This afternoon Mr. Hartnell
will be here at three o'clock, and I hope that then, you will

be here together with many more of the public who have been

unable to be present this morning.
g P.T.0. The chief con

Open "

i e e e T

The chief concern of all of us who are present, is to make
sure we give this event a flying start, aﬁd so set the pace
for the rest of the day, because it is imperative that we
keep the momentum that has been built-up in previous years
by the Committee, with the aid of the donors, the helpers
and the public. Let us make sure it can truly be said of
our community that it was determined that this House of
Friendship should be built, that Lewes was determined to care
for its senior citizens, and that we are determined that the
organisers, the donors and the helpers should know, at the
end of the day, that their work has not been in vain by
giving proof, xﬁthe financial results, of the success of
their efforts. So, to show our determination to overcome
all the obstacles in the way to achieving the House of
Friendship, to show that we can help the older members of our
community and to make the helpers go home happy at the end of
the day, let us spend all we can and empty the stalls, and

know we shall all be pleased that another local event has

proved a success.

With all these incentives in mind, I declare the fair




The Mayor is the presiding member of the Council and he
remains in that Office for one year. He is elected into this
Office by the members of the Council. A Council can choose
somebody who is not already on the Council, but this is very
rarely done. When a Councillor is made Mayor, his place does
not have to be filled by a fresh election. It remains vacant
until he ceases to be Mayor.

Now the Mayor of a town, besides being Chairman of the
Council has a ceremonial position. He is the town's leading
citizen, and he h%E-PrEEEdEEGE vgyiggggggpe else in the
borough, and, .dre—3i=, during his term of office, a Justice of
the Peace. As layor he must carry out such functions as go
with the post. Preside at various town meetings, receive

distinguished visitors and attend such parades and functions

as are peculiar to the town of which he is Mayor. I baféff'
also made it a strict rule that Ifgzgln the Mayor's Parlour
each morning from 9.15 onwards for two hours or so. This
"allowk me time to deal with office matters, but chiefly it
enables anyone in the town to call on the Mayor if they wish,

‘.
and many do wish. People who want advice or information about

1
!

the town, secretaries of the local organisations who ﬁay have a

request from their associations to the Mayor, and sometimes
(1) people




people in trouble of various kinds. He should attend meetings

of all the Committees and there are five main Committees and
two lesser ones, and of course, he must take the Chair at the
main meetings of the Council which are held, roughly, about
once in five weeks. At these Council Meetings, the reports
and the work these Committees propose to do, are presented to
the full Council, discussed and finally put to the Council for
approval and adoption. Frequently, of course, items in these
reports are amended or sent back from the Council to the
appropriate Committee to be considered afresh. It will be seen
then, that this job the Mayor has of being Chairman of Council
needs a good knowledge of Chairmanship, and of the items being
b el oLl
debated,, #hat I shall have this knowledge of the items being
discussed, is—the—reasen 1 never to miss any of the

Committee Meetings. So that at Council Meetings I-have some

jdea of the weight given to various items on a Committee report,

and this enabledime to be a more understanding Chairman.

I will return to Council work later if you have any questions

on it, but it would be a good idea for you to visit the Council
Chamber when the full Council is holding its monthly Meeting

and discussing the recommendations made by its various

Committees, and you will get a picture of how democratically =

e\ /a Council :




& Council works. In the Council Chamber the Mayor's Chair,

even when there is nobody in the Chamber, dominates the room

by reason of its size, design, decoration, and, of course,
its position.
I mentioned the Mayor's Parlour just now. This is a
‘ f”! room leading off from the Council Chamber. It is cosy and
. ". well furnished, and contains the photographs of the Mayors'
for a good many years back, and many pieces of plate and
other gifts that have been made to the town during the years.
The Mayor has charge of these on behalf of the people of
Lewes. It is in this room that the Mayor deals with what
might be termed the office work, part of being a Mayor,
signing of documents and so on. The Mayor's Parlour is not
open to the public but can be viewed by arrangement with the
Mayor. In all this work, the Mayor has the advice and help
?f of the Chief Officers, who are always glad to be of service.

Besides the work inside the Town Hall, a Mayor has a

great many things to do that I congider of extreme importance.
I have mentioned the welcoming of distinguished visitors, and

<

|
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it is necessary that a Mayor should uphold the dignity of the |

town while doing this: and there are a greai many other

outside things to attend to. The Mayoress and I attend od
(3) / functions
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functiuﬁa arranged by any of the organisations in the town.,
Sometimes this means we part company while we each attend <
events, and sometimes we do two or three one after the other,
but we always stop as long as we gan at each one, frequently
to the end of the proceedings. I have heard it suggested
that by attending all events, however small, the office of
Mayor is cheapened. My answer to this is that a Mayor
should do as comprehensive a job as possible, and he should
attend all social functions or meetings to which he is
invited, if he is at all able to do so, and I believe our
idea of giving recognition to each organisation in the
community has been successful. Earlier on I mentioned

Town Meetings. The more organisations a Mayor recognizes,
the better meeting he has when he calls a Town Meeting,
because on such an occasion each organisation is represgnted

o
S
by one or more delegates, se—t=hewe the whole communityﬁrep—

resented as far as that is possible, and the community gains
by a greater sense of togetherness.
The Mayor represents the town in other Boroughs, and this

means, during a year of office, the Mayor and Mayoress attend

1

one or more functions at each town where there is a Mayor and,

of course he and the Mayoress respond in like manner by hawing #

y

O
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entertained the other Sussex Mayors' and dignitaries of the

County once during the year. All these functions, whether

at home or away, must be carried through with the dignity

that befits the County Town.

Then there is the work of being a Justice of the

cace.
= |

The Mayor, as I said earlier, i;ﬁmade ' magistrate during the

term of office. I put this part of a M;;gr's duties very
high on the list. He—mus attendelthe Magistrates Court each
Tuesday. On more than one occasion this part of my duties
has lasted all day, and, because 1 gﬁ?;lways about the town,
and therefore easy to find, I£§£$?;9quently called upon to
attend extra courts, when emergency cases ardse. However,

I very gladly carrg?g;t this part of my duties, and—previding
a Mayor has the type of mind which takes trouble to conmsider-
things7faﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁi@ﬁ“ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁff@?ﬁ“ﬁrupErTy,“he'iE'%EKIﬁg‘ﬁart~in a
very—woerthwhile job. There is another duty on the legal side
that the Mayor carries out. At the Assizes he attends the
Judges Service at St. Anne's Church. This is a function which
is quite interesting and which any member of the public may
attend. It is worthwhile attending, and one can hear the

"Bidding Prayer" read by the High Sheriff's Chaplain, which I

consider interesting in itself, and as an example of elocution.
(5) /The Judge




=
'he Judge then goes to the County Hall, and later the High

Sheriff is the host at lunch at the "White Hart". In the

afternoon this party attends the Court, where, if it is a
suitable stage in a trial, one may hear further examples
of fine elocution, and admire the quiet atmosphere and the
scrupulous fairness which makes this Country's justice the
admiration of the world.

I spoke earlier of the various organisations with which
the Mayor should keep touch. Many of these, whether they
are charitable or social organisations, like the Mayor to
attend their Annual General Meeting. Those that have
Annual Dinners like the Mayor to attend these, and this is
very nice and hospitable. At any, or perhaps all of these

occasions, members of the organisations concerned, would like

the Mayor to make a little speech, so with these, and speeches

for bigger occasions, a Mayor must do quite a lot of thinking 8.

about what to say. In our case, the Mayoress and 1 hkawe-

Mo O
found that our study of sociology of great help in this

nd

ne
reapect.

I had always known that there were good people who work izl

in a community, and spend a good deal of their time making

life happier for those who are handicapped in various Ways.

(6) /On being madeé
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On being made Mayor, one meets these people, an
| w s A7

d gew-realisel
Hals Laxg/ e

what, not onlyAare threre more of them than yow thought, but

they do far more work of this nature because there is far more

need for it than one imagined. One thing I mark on the lr,
I credit side of being Mayor is that he comes into contact with
these people and realises how much voluntary work is carried 1 :
| out in this town by enthusiastic people: Secretaries of all Ha
the Clubs and Committee Members of all sorts of Associations, 1
Appeals, etc.
38
t
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For the second year 1 thank you for resolving to make
me Mayor of the Borough of Lewes. I promise you that the
Mayoress and I will carry out the duties involved to the best
of our ability. Being llayor last year was a new experience
and, like anybody venturing, for the first time, into
activities of this nature, we knew we would have to proceed
empirically, and profit, as far as we were able , from our
experiences. From this you will gather that, although we
have put every ounce into the job during the past year, we

expect to be more competent during the coming year.

I don't want to dwell too long on the past year, but

some things need to be said. Looking back, I am conscious

of the confidence you placed in me, and the encouragement A5
received from you members of the Council. From the Town
Clerk, the Borough Treasurer, the Borough Engineer and their
staffs, I have received great help and loyalty, while from
Mrs.Bourne, the Mayor's Secretary, I have received help and
guidance that has saved me from committing too many solecisms

as it steered me through what sometimes seemed to be a sea

of etiquette.



So I do thank you all for your encouragement, your
loyalty and your guidance. I would also like %o acknowledge
the backing I have received from my wife and to compliment

her on her able interpretation of the duties of a llayoress.

There are many salient points in the recollections of

the past year. They mark things that I shall remember
always, and the chief of these, Ladies and Gentlemen, is
the goodwill and kindness shown to the Mayoress and me by

the community you represent here to-night.

I have learned how many people work hard and give most

generously of their time to organisations whose job it 1is
to make life happier for those who are handicapped. I have
learned how quickly people respond to the apﬁéals for help

which a Mayor has to send out occasionally. S0 I thank

them for this and thank all those good people who work and
keep all the organisations going, and so make Lewes the

interesting community it is.



Last year I mentioned the four projects we were
about to undertake and which I called "steps in a gradual

approach to a better town".

Of these, the footbridge is finished, to the delight

of most of the people.

The main road lighting system is nearing completion
and will then equal that of any town of comparable size

in the country.

The old people's dwellings are under way and will

surely meke for more happiness when completed, a4« e wely

6”‘ﬁ§ “‘—atﬂiééﬁﬁﬂﬁkﬁﬁ ﬁ?ﬁdf?:?/ B
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The Malling cross-roads have to wait for the County
Council road priority works but you, as a Council, have
got some things done that,are extra to the ordinary work

wwﬁ fw-‘é.pux
of the town, and_ the tnwn will be richer by their completion.

1

During the coming year new projects will, I know, be
under consideration. Already, at the bottom of North

Street, development is under way on the industrial site

iR /and




and we hope that work will be completed, this year, which

will make this land more profitable to the town than it has

ever been and, at the same time, more sightly than it has

looked for a long time.

I hope then, during the coming year, we shall continue

to keep pace with the progress we have made this year towards

our ideal town. In this connection, 1 know that you will
agree with me that every encouragement should be given to
the cultural activities that are a very large part of the

life of this town. Any town would be very poor indeed

without such activities.

So, if we try for the necessary material things and,

at the same time, try to encourage steps taken for the

cultivation of the mind, we shall be on the way to making 1

a towmn of which it can be said, quite truly, "Lewes is a

wonderful place". :

3ms
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welcome you all to this Council Chamber. I have

e

been asked to help arrange this meeting, which is convened
with the object of rendering assistance to an organisation
that helps some people who are in distress. TYou are all
aware how, during the past, we in Lewes have given our
assistance to various associations which try to help people
who live under the handicap of different kinds of physical
disability.

To-nizht we are going to hear about Leprosy, perhaps
the first bad disease some of us knew about when very young
because of our Scripture lessons. We have, azlmost all of
us, read of the work done by the people who render help to
those suffering from this complaint. To-night's meeting
will give us. an opportunity to consider what we can do, in
however small a measure, to render assistance to those
people who are not so foriunate as ourselves.

Accordingly we shall hear some words from the organiser
about the organisation "Lepra" and see a film showing the
work. Afterwards we can, perhaps, gather a number of names

from the people here to-night from which a branch can be

' fﬂI‘ﬂlﬁdt ey =




It is indeed an honour for me to be occupying the post
of Mayor of the Borough of Lewes to-day. This enables me to

accept this memorial on behalf of the people of Lewes.

It is also very fitting that this sculpture, which
commemorates the victory of Simqn de Montfort and the resultant
first Parliament, should be a gift to the town of Lewes from
the Member of Parliament for the Lewes constituency: and this

in the twenty-first year of Sir Tufton's holding this position.

When the sculpture is unveiled it will be seen to have,
worked on it by the hand of a master, a record of the events
which took place seven hundred years ago, the events which
left us a legacy. This legacy, wisely used by succeeding
generations of thinkers and statesmen, is now paying dividends
in the shape of a system of democratic government which, in my
opinion, is second to none, and endeavours are made to follow
it, in some form, by every country which desires the most

enlightened form of govermment for its people.

This Battle of Lewes, to judge by all reports, was a

particularly bloody affair, but it started a system of which




we can, quite justly be proud: and since then we have
learned the necessities of compromise, and the art of
sacrificing the non-essential to preserve the essential,
g0 that now we can effect the greatest amount of good
compatible with our opportunities, and to do this without
the shedding of blood. This is an advance, even though

it has taken so many years, and for giving us this monument
to remind us of the importance of these things, and on
behalf of the people of lewes, I say to you Sir Tufton,

s
thank you very much. It is an admirable gift to this town

of Lewes.




There are two or three reasone why I would rather be
here, opening this fete, than doing anything else on this
Bank Holiday. One ig this ground: (ﬁ@fthat gives me the
opportunity to mention the efforts made by Alderman John
BuckWellkenmc years ago, to get this land filled and turfed.

T remember there was some opposition to this project, but

John persuaded the committee to do it and when we see an
event such ag thies fete taking place, we are all glad he
did persuade them.

Another reason why I am glad to be here is that I find \

the British Railway Staffs Association helping to organise

this fete. This is the second time this lively organisation
has given me this pleasurable duty. The first was a very well
arranged children's sporte meeting in the Dripping Pan. Now
we have them and the Lewes Boys' Club with their leader, Mr.
Collinson, co-operating in the organising of this fete. Any
community hae need of such organisationse as these two
associations, whose members have the initiative and the ability
to earry through such events as thie.

8o, on behalf of the town I thank the joint committee of

the Railway Btaffe Association and the Lewes Boys' Club.
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They have arranged this fete, help has been given by
numerous workers, the ground has been reclaimed and it is

) "
now only necessary for all of us here 1o make this afternoon 4
a success.

S0, with this appeal to all of you to crown their work

with success by patronising the stalls and sideshows, to
make this day when these two associations ran their first

fete on Landport Recreation Ground a day to be remembered,

I declare this Fete open.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
I welcome you all to the Council Chamber and this
"Bring and Buy" Sale. The Sale has been arranged by the
;ﬁﬁtffff Branch of the association "Lepra", which branch was formed
in Lewes after a meeting, held in this Chamber, with the
object of helping people who are in distress. You all know
how we, in Lewes, are often called on to give our assistance
to organisations which are formed to help people who live
under the handicap of various kinds of physical disability.
This morning our energies are to be devoted to the organisa-

tion which helps those people who suffer from Leprosy.

Leprosy is, possibly, the first bad disease we knew
of because, when very young, we heard about it in our early
scripture lessons; and we have, almost all of us, heard or
read of the work done by the people who render help to those

unfortunates who suffer from this distressing complaint.

The meeting in this Chamber a few months back, was
held to see what Lewes could do, in however small a measure,

to render assistance to those who are not so fortunate as




ourselves. As a result a branch of "Lepra" was formed and
this Sale to-day is its first effort to put into practice
ideas of what Lewes could do to help those devoted men and
women who are able to fight this disease in the front line
. as it were. I, therefore, ask you to support this sale.
You will, by so doing, be keeping up a town tradition of

helping, through the organisations, those who are handicapped

You will be giving the new branch a good start on its

venture and you will be making happy those people who have

worked hard to arrange this morning's project. They will
know their work has not been in vain, and good financial
results at the end of these sales have a very elevating

effect. So for all these reasons which are for the main

@. cause, I ask you to patronise the stalls as much as you

possibly can and I declare the "Bring and Buy" Sale open.
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I am very pleased to have the privilege of being
here to-night. The Royal Sussex QEgimEnt were made
freemen of this Borough in 1953 and ynuwﬁaa the P1d

we Gund; Four, Fon
Comrades of the Regiment, w&&?ﬂ,eel ega&ity-pleas;é

that the venue for your Annual Dinner is our grand
Tovm Hall.

My pleasure is tinged with a slight nervousness
because, although I served in the Army in the first
world war, the only connection I had with the county
forces was with the Sussex Yeomanry and the Surrey
Yeomanry, both of whom had their horses taken away,
were put on bikes and were amalgamated into the 8th
Yeomanry Cyclists. Hence the parody "Bring back my
Gee-Gee to me".

I spent the last two years of my soldiering in the
60th Rifles. This hybrid soldiering explains my
nervousness when I speak in the company of you 0ld
Comrades who are all of one particular Regiment, and

one that is famous from Quebec to the Somme and Alamein.




After the first war, I did note at the time the
service of the Royal Sussex Regiment in Ireland, West
Indies, Greece, Singapore and, in 1927, China. No
doubt some of you 0ld Comrades were in the Regiment
in those days. You will see, then, that I have an
interest in the doings of the Royal Sussex and 1 have
noticed that to-day, the Regiment goes wherever a
"bush fire" is threatened.

I see from the news reports that the Regiment has
a new Commanding Officer — Lt.-Colonel David Russell.
I understand he is no stranger to this Town Hall. T
congratulate him and the Regiment on his appointment
and wish him and the Regiment best wishes when they
take up their new duties in Aden. I have not seen Aden
since 1921, but I understand the climate is still not

of the best, and there is an atmosphere of a different

kind now. A year ago last Christmas my son-in-law was
stoned there whilst on a fact-finding mission. I hope
the present terrorist activities will soon cease and

the Royal Sussex Regiment will be able to return home

and march through Lewes, exercising their rights as

—4 L. S——
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Freemen of the Borough.

Your guests and I thank you for giving us the

privilege of being with you this evening and for your

generous hospitality. We are pleased you are here as

0ld Comrades of the County Regiment and the town is

P honoured by your presence. |
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On occasione such as this, it is generally the custom
to invite some well-known personality, preferably a comedian,
to open the proceedings. The idea is that the personality
will draw the public's attention to the function and also draw
a big crowd to the opening ceremony at least. You who have
attended to-day are, in one way, unlucky, because you have
only me to perform the ceremony; and, although I have somewhat
of a sense of humour, I have no pretensions to being anything
of a comedian and am but a local Mayor. However, you have
turned up, as we wanted you to, to visit this bazaar, and I
extend to you all a hearty welcome.

The bazaar has been arranged by the Friends of Hellingly
Hospital to raise funds to enable them to carry on with the
work of sending parcels to the patients who are listed by the
Hospital Authorities as hardly ever receiving so much as a
card at Christmas.

This bazaar then is to help the Friends of the Hospital
to befriend those who, in this hospital, are truly needing
signs of friendship. The parcels are packed immediately a
patient shows a desire for something. I understand the parcels

number about 400, so you will appreciate the Friends' need of

your help.




Besides gifts of this nature, there is the need for other
extras - Television sets, curtains round beds, etec. The gifts
that any hospital needs to give it that touch of comfort.

Such an effort as this bazaar has a universal appeal
because of the nature of the illness of those whom the Friends
try to help. Those patients, sometimes without any outward
sign of their illness, very often feel isolated from the
community and this organisation is formed to help them in
every way possible.

I also want to draw attention to this bazaar as a project
that needed a very great deal of organising and other hard
work to make it possible at all. I am sure the helpers must
have been very busy and given most generously of their time.
In these circumstances, I do ask you all to patronise the
gtalls and the sideshows. Good financial results will make
the helpers glad that their work has not been in vain. But,
as they would be the first to agree, that is quite a secondary
aim. Good financial results will mean that more help can be
given to friendless patients, more assistance to providing

general comforts, the people who have worked so hard will be

happy and all of us will know that by our buying the goods we




are helping in this great effort to reach out to those who

are very badly in need of friendship.
So with this appeal to you all to patronise the stalls
and the sideshows, and reminding you that all that is now

needed to make this bazaar a success is your help - I declare

this bazaar open.
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is an occasion when any Mayor would be proud to
propose the toast to his town's Football Club. Of course,
one is always glad to propose the toast but this is a great
occasion. This marks the end of a season where we have seen
the results of good management on the part of those who run
the club's affairs, and we have seen the result of careful
coaching in the superb team work in all the three teams.

Now these things are always worked for, but to-night we have
before our eyes, the proof of the successful application of
that work.

The Sussex Senior Cup. Won for the first time after

being runner-up in six previous finals.

The Sussex County League Championship Trophy - Won

for the first time after being runners up on three previous
occasions.

The Royal Ulster Rifles Cup - Won for the fourth time.

The Second Team has won the Championship of the Brighton
and District League Division I and the third team has won the
championship of the Brighton and District League Division IV,

The Club has also won the Jubilee Cup.
B




All this adds up to very creditable work on the part
of the Club throughout the season.

I congratulate you on your success and, as one who has
watched football in the Dripping Pan for a considerable
number of years, I share in your pleasure at your achieve-
ments. You have played some good games and, at the Senior
Cup Final, especially in the first half, you showed some
football worth going miles to see. (The rally by
Littlehampton made the second half worth going miles to see.)

So, then, we have ended what the Evening Argus has
called "This incredible season which has written a new

chapter into the history of Sussex football" and this calls

for some special mention of certain people.

Congratulations to Ken Carter, the Coach/Manager,

Charlie Lower and Albert Thome, the Team Managers. You must

all feel very elated and your first team is unbeaten in

Sussex.
Congratulations to Charlie Lower on 209 appearances

for Lewes. Gordon Fowlie on 269 appearances for Lewes and

John Lynch on 279 appearances for Lewes.



Congratulations also to John Lynch on playing for
Sussex after some time as reserve. To Ken Baker on playing
for Sussex and to Charlie Lower on playing for Sussex twice.

To visit the Dripping Pan on a Saturday during the season,
I always find very enjoyable. Several people help to make
this so. MNr. Piper keeps the pitch so that it is pleasing to
look at, besides to play on. MWrs. Vise and Mrs. Beck make
sure there is a good cup of tea, and I thank all the people
who make the Dripping Pan, on Saturday afternoons during the
season, a large part of the life of Lewes.

e must remember the organisers and collectors of the
Welfare Fund and, particularly, I want us to remember the
management committee of the club and the Secretary, lr. Bull.
His pleasure at remembering this season will be tinged with
more unhappy memories that will remind him of this year. But
let us wish him a quick recovery and many more seasons as the
Secretary of a successful Club.

So Ladies and Gentlemen, I give you the toast,

"THE LEWES ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL CLUB"
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I am pleased to be here to-night, although I am not

gure whether it is completely in order for one who is a
member of the Fire Brigade Committee, to propose a toast
to the Fire Brigade. However, I have only just joined the
Committee so I am going ahead with this toast.

. The Fire Brigade is very different to what it used to
be, and in this district we now have professional firemen
ag distinet from the old volunteer Fire Brigade. This new
get up, of couree, makes for a much greater degree of
efficiency. In this connection, I see from your report that
the brigade is able to render the assistance needed sometimes
by other districts and that there have £een less fires to be
dealt with but more work has apparently been done. To me
this means that more time has been put in on preventive

. activities such as inspections. The fact that we now have

| professional firemen gives a greater measure of confidence.

(Besides which and by the way, it gives me the great pleasure
of welcoming to the Borough Council, for the first time, a

professional fireman as councillor - Bill Fuller. I

congratulate him on his work for the brigade and the union.)

\ ; § i i . s v el




But I must return to the Fire Brigade.

Side by side

with the increased efficiency in fire-fighting, there has
grown to be more work for firemen in the clearing up in

road accidents and, of course, the usual things that

firemen are called upon to do that are nothing to do with
fires, such as rescuing people and animals when they are

in difficulties. Such occasions do arise and then the firepar
is always ready to come to the aid of those who are in éemger.

I have been enquiring about the strength of the Brigade

and it occurs to me that to be a retained fireman is a very
attractive part-time job for any able-bodied man who cares
for a little adventure in his spare time. I understand
you are rather short of retained men and I would like to
add my voice to the committee's and invite recruits to this
very useful service.

So Mr. Chairman and Members of the Fire Brigade, I
have great pleasure in wishing you all a pleasant time
this evening and proposing this toast to the East Sussex Fire

Brigade.
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As ligyor of this town of Lewes, I have some very

pleasant duties to carry out: but among them all I

cannot think of one that is more pleasant than this:

when I extend a very hearty welcome to you French boys from
Blois.

I am very glad so many of you have been able to come
and see our town and our civic buildings, of w@ich we are
very proud. I hope you will enjuym Zj,q,p\

and your stay here. I also hope very much that you
will find acquaintances here who will become your permanent
friends because, as far as 1 can see, one of the most
important aspects of these visits is that Personal friendhips,
and Community friendships will develop into what is always
desirable - Wriendships. W %‘4

I think this visit is a very important event and, for
that reason I would like, in my welcome, to give tharksto
those responsible for its organisation. It is work that
is well done and is well worth doing and we thank them very

much . '
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Mr. Chairman, @W

I am very happy to give this toast for I have watched

football in the Drigping Pan for adﬁ nsjiderable number of years,
about 45 in fact.hﬁg;éihose early dayi4the nobs paid 4d. and
their enclosure was on the north side,.the side that is popular
now with the lads. We, the "non-nobs" paid 3d. (sometimes).
I say sometimes because there was considerable unemployment
during those years and we had wvarious ruses to enable us to
"Greeﬁ??fg;rude and Climb into the fold" as it were. However,
Freddy Cull and his committee were very tolerant and, after all,
everyone had been through the first war and there was plenty of
camaraderie. M M%W@W

During the twenties Lewes had a very weak team; and the

most usual shout one heard in the Pan was "Keep it ouf’Harold“.

(Harold Ford kept a good goal). You heard that shout far more

often than one urging somebody to shoot. Yet through this decade

one can remember some outstanding players and during the thirties
the club was, generally speaking, more successful and on one
occasion were beaten by Eastbourne Town in the Senior Cup final
in the extra time of a replay.

I mention these little pieces of history to show my genuine

interest in the Club and to show that my feelings in proposing




this toast are sincere. I will now come up-to-date.

There were some disappointments during these last two seasons.
In the 1962/63 scason the first team were all set to win all
sorts of things but the weather intervened. We can set that

down to sheer bad luck. This last season it was not so much bad

luck as occasional lapses at crucial times during almost the
whole season.

But although there have been disappointiments over not
winning trophies, I for oné have not been disappointed over the
standard of football and I thank the players for many a happy
Saturday afternoon, and, after all, the Club has some achievements.

The first team were in the final of the Sussex Senior Cup,
semi—finalists in the Reff.R. Cup and runners up in the County
League. Also there was another good run in the F.A. Cup and we
won the Brighton Cup. It takes good football and good clubmanship
to get into these positions. I congratulate the players on their
achievements. Let us look at the Reserves side. Third from top
in the Brighton League and won the Vernon Wentworth Cup., I
understand this is a very happy side and I, therefore, congratula
Gordon Fowlie on his captaincy. (This always has much to do
with contentedness) — and perhaps the replayed games in the Royal

Oak are a great help.
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We must now turn to the third team. The third team

generally has to work under the shadow of having their players

borrowed by the other teams. I gather also that they mostly

played in a downpour of rain towards the end of their fixtures.

In spite of this they have had a very enjoyable season and we
congratulate them.

’ I understand the Club has again been accepted for the F.A.
Cup Competition. I am sure you will have the good wishes of all
to send you on as successful a run as in the last two seasons.
(But try not to come out of the hat with Cravesend - that is
becoming monotonous!) &aummpf

Now I am going to leave the playerslfo mention some of'Zii

’%Eziﬂé who help to make a visit to the Pah enjoyable. Mr. Piper,
the groundsman, does a good job and, by the way, I remember

him playing for Lewes in those early days I spoke of. I am not

’ going to forget Mrs. Vise and Mrs. Beck, who brew pfa good cup

R

of tea. I thank all those who have made the Dripping Pan, on

—_—

Saturday afternoons, part of the life of Lewes and, of course, |
your Secretary, Mr. Bull, and your Committees are deserving of i
praise for their successful guiding of the Club. i

I want to turn to players again for a moment to congratulate

Brian Riggs, Ray Dowse, Jeff Crowther and Don Cocozza on being
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picked to represent the County during the season, and also
congratulations to Goalkeeper John Lynch on being reserve for
the County on more than one occasion and with him perhaps, regret
that he didn't play for the County side.

And so Mr. Chairman, as one who can remember the Lewes Club
from about 1912, and has been a fairly regular spectator, may I

ask you all to drink this toast to the Lewes Football Club.

May it be successful next season. |

To the Lewes Association Football Club!




I am pleased to see so many Rotarians gathered together in the
County Town of Sussex. This, in my opinion, is a very fitting place
for Rotarians to meet because, as far back as the eighteenth century,
Lewes had the reputation of being a town where men of inquiring minds
met, discussed and endeavoured to use the conclusions they reached to
help humanity. Later on there is evidence of the part played by men
of the Lewes district in the struggle for Parliamentary reform, which

resulted in the Reform Act of 1832.

;E#erlggizszzgse—&&ys, alldELer the country there have been bodies
of men who, through their collective strength, were able to render
service to their communities and, although from their station in 1ifE;

I should think they would have been followers of Jeremy Bentham, rather
than, say, Robert Owen or Godwin, nevertheless their work served as a
buffer and sometimes as a counter to the harsh Laissez Faire Philosophy
of the 19th Century.

Nowadays we have the Rotarians. 3Being Mayor of Lewes I try to keep
in touch with the organisations which make up our pluralist community, so
I know from contact with the Lewes Rotary Club, that the members not only
render service when called upon, but look round for services they can
render. An example is the floods of 1960, when Lewes received help from
many other Rotary Clubs. I am impressed with the Lewes Rotary Club and
so it naturally follows that I am pleased to meet representatives of other
Rotary Clubs. w ﬁMWMW

Lewes is a town with a pronounced spirit of community. Bounded on
three sides by the Downs and by the marshlands to the south, its beautiful
surroundings and ite geographical position tends to give it a spirit of
togetherness, ;;:coheaiun. Within its boundaries are many fine old houses
where can be traced the development from the Tudor to the Regency periods.
We have a traffic problem, what town hasn't, but we are working towards a
golution and, as Lewes is scheduled by the Ministry as one of the 50 fhwns
of great historic and aesthetic interest, I have no doubt that the feelings

of Lewes will be considered during the next twelve months, when a decision

will be made as to the methods of dealing with the traffic, pending the

X ~ constryection of a by-pass by the eighties.

If we leave out the traffic problem for the moment, Lewes is a town

&
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ateeped in history. The names of such men as de Montfort and Tom Pain,

ﬂ‘fW
are known throughout the world when the nature&of government is being

discussed, as being connected with Lewes. If any of you pay Lewes a

vigit, I am sure you will find much of interest.
you

On behalf of this community then, I am pleased to welcomﬂ/hotarians

to Lewes. The town is honoured by your meeting here.
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First I must welcome you all to this Council Chamber and may
I say how pleased I am to see the enthusiastic response to our letter
of imvitation. I think this enthusiasm shows how high is the value we
ylace on our local hospital, and I hope that this evening's meeting will
mark the start of a period during which that enthusiasm is channelled

to where it can be of the greatest use to the hospital.

This meeting has been called with the object of forming a local
branch of the Brighton and District League of Hospital Friends and,
to this end, there are speakers who will outline the necessary steps

we must take.

Then there is a definite objective - the operating theatre. Ve
have a speaker here to-night who will tell us of the need for bringing
the theatre up-to-date. This will need a fairly substantial sum of
money and I am glad to report that already some donations have been
received. Our local Member of Parliament, Colonel Sir Tufton Beamish,
has given us his support by sending me a donation and our thanks are
due to him and to the other donors, whose contributions amount to

£16. 6s. Od.

I have also received a number of apologies from people who are
unable to be present to-night. These people have, however, promised

us the maximum support, and we thank them for this.




