A Memorial Meeting of Thanks
for the Life and Work of

CHARLES BARBER

at the
Lecture Room

Town Hall
LEWES

on

Friday, 4th September 1987
at 6.30 p.m.




1. A few words of appreciation and thanks
by Lord Oram (son-in-law)
followed by

Mr R. Armitage (former Town Clerk)
Mr J. Jacobs (Lewes Labour Party)

Mr M. Hillman (League of Friends of
Lewes Victoria Hospital)

and by others who have grateful
memories of Charlie.

2. A few moments of meditation.

3. IMAGINE, written and recorded
by the late John Lennon.

4, Refreshments.

IMAGINE

Imagine there’s no heaven
It's easy if you try

No hell below us

Above us only sky
Imagine all the people
Living for today.

Imagine there’s no countries
[tisn't hard to do

Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too

Imagine all the people
Living life in peace.

You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one

I hope some day you'll join us
And the world will be as one.

Imagine no possessions

I wonder if you can

No need for greed or hunger
A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people
Sharing all the world. . .

You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
[ hope some day you'll join us

And the world will live as one.

John Lennon
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Good evening, friends. [Hay we begin?

llay I begin by thanking you for coming to this meeting at which we shall try
to pay our collective tribute to the life and work of our good friend, Charlie
Earber.

And may I first indicate how we hope to proceed. After my opening remarks these
three friends have kindly agreed to recall their association with Charlie in
three major aspects of his work for the town of Lewes which he loved.

Mr. Armitage was Town Clerk at the time of Charlie's Mayoralties and will recall
his civiec work.

Mr Jacobs will pay a tribute from the point of view of the Labour movement for
which Charlie did so much.

ind Charlie's concern for the social welfare of the town will be acknowledged
by Nr. Hillman from the League of Friends of the Lewes Victoria lospital.

Then we very much hope that others will share with us their memories of Charlie.
Not long speeches, please - but a few words to remind us of the richness and

the variety of Charlie's activities and friendships.

t’e shall conclude by listening to the words of John Lennon's Imagine which so
aptly expresses the humanist philosophy which was so central to Charlie's

personality and beliefs.

But to appreciate fully the life for which we are this evening expressing thanks
we need to go much further back than the memories of most of us here, Charlie
had to work hard all his working life at a great variety of difficult jobs.
First, briefly, as a stable lad, then at hard and dangerous work at the iron
foundry, followed by a period as a warehouseman filling and lifting heavy sacks
of com. Army service took him to Ireland and to India and then followed a
further nine years at the foundry.- It was little wonder that all of this toil
affected his health and, as you know, he suffered from arthritis of the spine
for the rest of his 1ife., Nevertheless, in the face of unemployment he cycled
long distances in East Sussex earning a sparse living as an insurance agent.
Then for the last twenty years of his working life he worked as a printer at

Baxters.

To face all this he had to be tough - and he was tough. Throughout his life

he overcame adversity in a positive way. As an eleven-year old boy he spent
nearly a year in the Children's Hospital. It was then that he learned the
delights of literature. Later in Guy's hospital because of an accident to his eye
at the foundry he read with his one eye to a fellow patient who was blind, and
that led him to appreciate the newspapers which today we call the "heavies'. He
remained active despite the pain in his spine, but only because he diligently

exercised with dumb-bells to ward off his malady.

Much of the rest of his story you will hear from my companions at this table and
from those who speak from the floor; but a few days after his death I had an
y to sit in his sitting room and to be reminded of his achievements

opportunit
There was a picture of him in his mayoral robes. There was

in recent decades.

an illuminated address from his fellow councillors. There was the certificate
he received when he bacame a Freemzn of the Borough. There were pictures of
his grandchildren. There was a picture of him as a Home Guard sergeant ieadinn
his platoon in an exercise across the Downs; his painful back did not stop himB
from doing that. And then, something quite different, two items of furniture

which he had made himself, a bookcase and a fender.

But perhaps most important of all were his books - H.G. Yells, Shakespeare,
Bernard Shaw and many others - not least Bertrand Russell, a biography entitled
Bertrand Russell, the Passionate Sceptic and Russell's magnum opus The History

of Western Philesophy.

It was from such books as those that he derived his wisdom. Friends have writtem
to us in recent days and many of them write of the good and wise advice that

Charlie gave them. Now through them that wisdom lives om.

Friends, with those few words of mine as a background I shall now ask Mr Ammitage

to speal,
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of the
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

For those who have donated their bodies for
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at the
University Church of Christ the King
Gordon Square, London, WC1
on

Friday, 13th May 1988 at 12 noon




CHARLIE BARBER - OBITUARY.
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On Sunday 16th Auguet 1987 the WEA ( and many people, including
myself) lost a very good friend, Arthur Charles BARBER, affeetionately
known to all Lewesians and everyone in the WEA as ncharlie", was 88 when he
died peacefully, im his own home.

He was bora in Brighton, the son of & printers' compositor and
the family moved to Lewes in 1908, .fimes were hard and wages® verf low and
I have often heard Charlie tell how, ss & pupil at the Ragged Sehoel; he had
to go barefoot, even in winter, His firgst job, as & young boy, was at the
Lewes iron founmdry, where the work was 80 hard gl heavy that it set up the
arthritic spinal conditiem which tormented him for the rest of his life. He
alse lost the sight of ome eye in a hurrifiu accident at the ruundry wher be
was only 15, His injuries prevented him from seeing active ncrv}:n at the
Front in Werld War I but he gorved in the ieumanry 4n Ireland, lﬁﬂ in the
Heme Guard in the second world war. thﬁ%n times Mayor of Lcu-a.f{and a Preeman
of the towa), he vas & tireleas champinn of the working people and of the
Labour movement. In 1931 he and his wife Dorothy founded the firet WEA
Branch in Leves, which for several years met at their home, nttrroting aE
lecturers such great educators as Henry Golline, Dr. A.¥W. Hiluung Michael
Carritt and many other names famous in the Movement. Charlie wl; Chairman of
tha.Branch for its first fifty years, after which I had the priv#lngu of
gucceeding him for a number of years. He vas a flumanist who ltfﬁ his body to
medical researsh and therefore had no funeral service, but his diughtara and
friends arranged a Memorial Meeting at Lewes Town Hall on Saptuﬂyur 4th, which
vag addressed by his son-in-law Lord Oram, the well=known thcurzyaor. and
numerous other fréends and colleaguea, qhd at which I was very giaﬂ to

represent the WEA and pay tribute to the great little man whom everybody he

ever met admired and loved. |
PAMELA FRANELIN, LEHI? WEA.
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VEUR GE0TRY [REES Vo0

The billetting in Lewes, of the men
of Kitchener's army in 1914, was a
really great exercise in Local
Government and also showed up
clearly the underlying social
conditions in the town.

In those davs the working class
people were very overcrowded, In
1906 the Minister of Health Dr.
Steinehauser (afterwards changed to
Stenhouse) reported on these
housing conditions, blaming them in
part for the high rate of T.B, He
started a health crusade among the
children and used to lecture to a
Town Hall full of us on what should
be done to combat the causes of
illness in Lewes,

There were gquite a number of houses
in the town where the only water
supply was from an outside tap
shared by two or more houses. Add
to this the fact that the town had
no proper arrangements for sewage
disposal at this time (the sSEewage
works were not built until 1921) and |
it will be seen that billetting
these thousands of mainly new
recruits was more than a matter of
finding them somewhere to sleep.

I was fifteen years old at that

time and I lived at 10, New Road.
There were ten in our family,

eight still at home, In many parts
of the town there were smaller
houses with families just as
numerous. BSuddenly, the townsfolk
were informed that troops would be
billetted on them and every house
would have to take some. Officials
came round to see how many each
house could have squeezed into it.
Then the appropriate number was
chalked on the wall. We were to
have two. Shortly afterwards more
officials came round to every
numbered house and gave £1 for each
man's keep. The student of Social
History should take note of the fact
that the working people in the early
years of this century (Citizens of
Great Britain and of the greatest
and richest Empire ever), lived from
"hand to mouth" only earning from
18/- to 30/- per week. So even the
provision of one good meal for two
extra mouths was gquite beyond reach.

In a day or so the men came. Among
other regiments were the Lancashire
Fusiliers (we had two of them) and

some from a Welsh regiment. To get

a picture it must be remembered that
these men were not in uniform, just
the flat capped, heavily shod and
soberly clothed workmen of those
days. In the main working people
had juet one lot of clothes for all
purposes. Most of the Lancashire
Fusiliers wore clogs and so there
was even more of a clatter in the

streets due t0o men wearing nailed
footwear and no noise from traffie.
It must also be borne in mind that
the local population was doubled in
a day or two and the implication of
this for the Local Government people
whose responsibility i1t was to guard
the health of the community.

There was not much room in their
billets as can be imagined, and so
wherever one looked at evening time,
there were rows of men sitting on
kerbs or steps or squatting on their
heels (for there were a great number
of miners among them). Straw was

placed in some parts of the Town
for whom there
slept there.

Hall and some men,
Was no room,

b Pl -
Lewesians teibhg encouraged
to buy War Hards., Photo'lent
by L.S.Davey

Swift steps were taken to provide
entertainment during the long
evenings. There were not many halls
in Lewes that did not have a smoking
concert each evening. Those held in
the Phoenix Ironworks Insetitute gave
me many a happy evening listening to
strange old songs and equally stramge
sounding dialects, intersperced with
songs by local singers who sang,
mostly, patriotic numbers as was the
fasion in the early days of the war.
Anger and ridicule came later,

I remember a football match arranged
between the Welsh and the Lancashire
men. It was played in the Dripping
Pan and I enjoyed watching it. The
Welshmen proved to be a much more
efficient team and won 8 - 0! The
two Lancashire men billetted with us
told me that the Welsh had nearly
all the Cardiff football team playirg
for them! I mention this match
because, more than fifty years later
I was at the Lewes Football Club's
headquarters (as Mayor) and I
mentioned this match and asked the
late Lewes sportsman, Harry Cottrell
if he remembered it "oh yes' he
replied, "I should remember it, I
was referee!”

g Charlie Barber
Remembers

Thege first troops left us before
long - still without uniforms. They
were succeeded by 8 Territorial
Cyclist Battalian, in turn succeeded
by the Royal Field Artillery, who
also wore their civvy clothes. 1t
was these R.F.A. men who made their
mark in Lewes, They stayed until
the summer of 1915, by which time
they were in uniform and were
equipped with guns. They had no
horses at first and had to make do
with tall South American mules and
wooden guns to learn manoeuvres.
They also had to learn equitation
with these animals. In conseguence,
on occasions the streets seemed to
be full of mules being led, or
ridden, or throwing the blokes off.
The mules had to be stabled where-
ever there was a suitable building.
If one pictures the long shed at the
Iron-works (just by Green Wall)
full of rows of mules, and every
other shed in the town, then one has
an idea of what it was like. In
those days practically every working
class family had an allotment garden,
so our "Dungy Earth" was soon help-
ing to provide more food for the
troops.

This account would not be complete
without a tribute to the Civic
authority and the Army, who
smoothed out the troubles of over-
crowding and kindred problems. It
demonstrated that people of all
types could live together when
circumstances made it necessary.
When my time came for Service and
I was billetted in Ipswich the
whole country looked upon this way
of housing troops as the natural one.

Charlie Barber

SOCIAL SERVICES OFFICE MOVES

On 29/2/80, the office of the County
Council's Social Services Department
moved to 214 High Street, Lewes

(Tel: Lewes 77788). This office,
which is opposite 'Boots' and
despite its address is in Eastgate 5t/
is the Social Services base for Lewes
and surrounding villages (Kingston,
Ringmer and villages to the north).
Based at 214 High Street are Social
Workers, Occupational Therapist,
Rezidential Advisor, Home Help
Organiser and support staff.

It iz hoped that the new site will
encourage closer links with the town
and easier access for the public.

The move from Warren House is the
first of a series designed to bring
the Social Services closer to the
general public. The Social Work
Teams covering Seaford, Newhaven
and Peacehaven are also in the
process of moving out to their own

ATCcaAS .
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To talk to Charlie Barber about his 1life

ie to gain an ineight intoe the psocial
history of Lewes.

He was born in Brighton in 1899, the
first boy after four girls, eventually

the fifth of ten children. For the first
few years he lived at 1 Fairlight Flace,
opposeite the school he attended at four
years of age. This wae a modern "Board
gchool” with a tarmac playground and
a gymnagium. It no longer exiats.

when the family moved to Lewea in 1909,
the boy was shocked by the muddy slope
which constituted the playground of Fells
C.E. School. Here he did well, partly
because of the high standard set at Brigh-
ton, partly because those gisters urged
him on. Ag was the law, he remained
till the age of fourteen.

before that a
At the age of ten, Charlie was
Brighton heospital with a
a not uncommon complaint!

However, gevere setback

came .
admitted to
digeased hip -

There he stayed for eleven monthe, some-
times his cot ocutslde, enduring five
operations to ¢clear an abcess. When

they travelled by
has remained.

his parents visited,

train. One unhappy MDemory

A wisiting clergyman told the lad, "I \aw

a case the other day who had been 1ike

tnis for aixty years."! One lasting

benefit aver-rode that. Charlie read

deeply and widely, books not uaually
YOUung . He was egpecially

tackled B8O
drawn to books deplcting gocial conditiona

and those Dby J.A. Henty.

of cCcourse, this
charlie's poaition
dren were
ment, not age.
underwent a routine
iynapection Dby @ Dr;
. Barber wer
:::1:w:un had a heart murmur! This same
doctor peturned two years later, unasked,

dnesa
d Charlie a8 rit. This kin
N 1e impression on the boy'se

long Aabsence affected

in echool where chil-
and promoted bBY attain-
puring his final year he

imavers' medical
Steinhauaer. Mr.
gent for and told

t an {ndelib
I:id puring the Great War, the doctor
P 4 ame to stenhouBe and aerved

d his n
:E::lzhe R.AM.C. A few years ago, alfter

lacally about bil-
plighing an article
i:tting during the h}glu-til;rr,rrggapi;:
n telephone
re:‘izgd D:“. Stenhnu!ﬂl These gave him
ao .

{mmense pleasure.

n 1913 Charlile reported
5 lﬂ’vﬁrsglctrﬁzé;l farm. When he di:-
for wor he would pe @weeping the rilt :
ok retraced his steps and applie
yusis h‘r undry to jearn iren 1!1-|:7+u11:1|1|.na',|:t
go  ths 2 1 aid and very dirty wWor
ThiA pRert onece home

connec @ or , ance
e hasd 8

a week, went to the public bathe at the
Mechanics' Inestitute.

Some of you will not
behind that eimple atatement: wood to
be chopped, copper filled, fire 1it under
and constantly replenished; hot water
baled out with a eaucepan and poured
into the bath 1ifted from ite hook on
the garden [ence, cold water carried
from the scullery tap. All this in re-
verge after the bath and, probably, the
copper to hearthatone! No wonder even
Queen Elizabeth I did not bother!

realise what lies

Now a permanent setback. A ateel splinter
lodged in the learner's left eye, He
walked to Lewes hoepital holding a hand-
kerchief over the wound. The nurge wase
afraid to tamper with 1t so 8ent Charlie
home to his mother who took him to the
doctor - Stenhouse. HNeither waa he equip-
ped to do anything but adminiater cocaine,
give the couple their railway farea and
gend them to Brighton Eye Hoepital for
an x-ray. After fourteen dailly doses
of cocalne, the lad travelled to Guys
Hospital where part of the aplinter was
drawn out by a magnet. The remainder
wag removed manually a month later!
Mr. Barber applied for compensation for
his scon's injury. This was a new 1idea
and none wag paid without argument but
he perslpted and won.

returned to the foundry to a

tagk but all were heavy and
he did not remain. Some time he worked
at Strickland's granaries on the river
gide, filling and lowering sacks in the
five gstorey tower that 1is still te be
geen from Cliffe Bridge. He made good
frienda there and revelled in the view
after the grime of his earlier work place.
By now war had been declared: everyone
kept rabbite and goata grazed the rallway
banka !

In 1917 A.C. Barber enlisted in the Surrey
which wused bilcycles. Belng

Charlie
different

Yeomanry -
graded B.1 meant he could be used for
garrison duty abroad and he was @ent

After the war he re-enliated
for two years with the K.A.R. spending
the time as a muleteer in India. A train
of twenty mulea would travel long dig=
tancea to fetech water. Each man rode ong
animal and led another. If one beaat
was 8Btung and galloped off, the whole
1ot would panicl

As ex-servicemen found it difficult to
get work, Charlle returned to the foundry !
pecause of his blind eye, his former
work was unsultable, put a1l work there
was heavy. He developed back paine diag-
nosed as w#pondolitis - arthritie of the
apine. The doctor suggested exerciaen
would help to stralghten him back and

to Ireland.

Photo: Richard Walsh,
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Charlie Barber

expand his cheat, Charllie and his brother
nad both worked hard at boxing and ath-
letics in earlier years, indeed  ALO,
Barber had turned prolessional, and
now Charlie found the doctor'e Buggestion
a wWiese ome for hisg body soon responded.
Heverthelese he changed his emplaoyment,
becoming an insurance agent who cycled

on hig rounds.

Hy now he wai a married man with a Family.

He had married Dorothy, a local lase
whom he had "known always". They had
two daughters. foan became a teacher,
hags two schoolboy sons and 18 now Lady
Oram. Bunty studied medicine then ppecia-
lised 1in peychiatry. Of her two daugh-
ters, one is 8till at school, the other
top of her medlical claaa!

The habit of seerious reading Charlie

acquired in hespital haa continued all
his 1ife, one great interest belng philo-
gophy. Though not a churchman he believes
God is love and 18 present in every living
thing. Both he and Dorothy, pometimes
together, egometimes independently, have
devoted their 1lives to improving the
lot of their fellow men.

About 1930 a fellow moulder told Charlie
fie Bhould learn to discuss and debate
properly, not just argue hie case. A
notice appeared advertising an inaugural
lecture by a notable in the university
world. Charlie went and was "hooked".
A study group was formed but soon dwindled
to one. Ingtead of giving up, the tutor
wag 8o impressed by Charlie's earnest
degire to learn, she continued to bring
eminent speakers on a range of toplcs
tec meet in the Barbera' gsitting room.
After the lectures, eg8gBays had to be
written. This was the beginning of the
Lewes branch of the W.E.A. At length
the membership roge from two to eight
or nine. Meetings have continued till

now, apart from during the war yeare.

During the 1939-45 war, Charlie became
a sergeant in the Home Guard. Someone
geeing a photograph commented that he

a fillip to a man with
Among their duties

"looked fit" -
his medical history.
were guarding the Lewes telephone ex-
change, the water worksa and railway;
drilling, and watching for parachutists.
pegplite this, evacuee children were gent

to LeweB.

Towards the end of the war, charlie joined
the staff at paxter's, operating a ruling
machine, and remained there till he re-
tired, Many O.A.FP.8 will tell you they
wonder how they ever found time to work!
Tt was after his retirement that Coun-
cillor Barber waa, three times, elected
mayor, holding office 1964-5, 1965-6,
1968-9. Asked what was hile overall aim,
he @sald, "To unite the town". To this
end he invited representatives of all
organisations to meet together for dis-
cusaiona. puring this time he recelved
great kindnegs from his fellow Cownamen
and some of thelr comments made him feel
he achleved his aim.

years Are weighing heavily.
Dorothy died, a day before

after years of
Charlie's back 18
Unable to

But now the
Last spring,
their diamond wedding,
pain and atiffness.

bent and his eight 1s poor.

read, he now enjoys his books on tape,
and looka forward to wvisits from hia
daughtera and home-help.

{ndirectly

The Town thanked Charlie, and,
porothy, by making him a Freeman aboub
1969, but framed certificates are no
company . you can do better than that,
can you not? A steady gtream of lettersa,
notelets, telephone calle (at senasible
timen) would be {ndimputable proof that
ne has not laboured in valn.

K. Boxall



I am very pleased to have Deen aske = = = :

and I regard it as a privilege to hs ch a ppert ere are

| people here who are much better f1 I pea s ;
activities in the Labour Party, and I hope we sha : \
My claim to speak does not me f: 8 life & edge
rather from my being one of those wh s inherited and benei
1&5&"” wnich he leaves hbel ".-i, and 21T B JNE .
falls to make sure that we carry on wi= 2 Aie

I once had a long conversatig ith Charlie abou ] i
politics. There were three things which s k S red =
listened to him. First, he was always re t = er people as having
influenced him or helped him in what did; alwsys ad o acknow g
his indebtedness to others and clalming ve iittle persons redi r Nds
achievements. Chief amongst these others was o o> Doroth; b
listening to him was like hearing the roll cail 1d Lewes nd
what I have to say it sounds as though Charlie did everything by himsel
that is purely to save time; it's certainly not how 3 B WC have id
it. Secondly, there was no mistaking breadth o is derstanding
the times he had lived through., Every time he talked abou = landmarks
our political history, he spoke with real feel B plexities
the issues which he'd taken the trouble to think about and find out at
in avery active way, His account was full ef quotations ir mul titude
of sources; and"he was as likely fo slip in a referenc > Nietzsche as Ic
Sidney Webb or other socialist thinkers, And thirdly it wa le that
he'd not only thought about tham but in his own way had done at he could
o ba B part of them. He didn't just let events. happen 2 : TING NAS
in there playing whatever part he could

His father was a printer and iat Charlie 411€ f
H.G. Wells's young men", who read Wells and Shaw an ad at 5
collection of books and magazines. "I suppose it was probably the resulx
of “the 1870 Education Act,™ he said. Absolutely typical that rather 1A
Justtaking his father's interest in books for granted he should lool o
ai explanation and that he should find one related to wha X Mgt SLIHE
on at tha time.

When he left scheol he went 's at the found:
the biggest employer in Lewes. His ] eavy ights for
sash windows; the work was incredibly hard and dangerous, so muci that
in the end he walked out and enlisted. But not before he had lost his eye
tierciwiien he was onhly 15. His father had to fight hard to get him the
compensation due to him under the recently passad Workmen's Compensstion
ACteBacause ©f ‘his lost eye he was passed unfit for active serwvice, bu
did garrison duty in Ireland, where he first became interested in politics
f#e ‘recalled hearing a speaker in Galway Barracks telling in 8t
"democracy"” came from the Gresk words meaning "the strength of the people®

Charlie had his first vote in 1918 during the "Khaki Election®
when the vote was extended to includs serving soldiers. In Lewes the Labc
candidate lost by only sbout 2,000, though the electorate was much small
then because women under 30 couldn't vots.

When he came out of the army in 1921 it was at the begilnning of

slump. It was & time of great open air political mestings; every
aturday night people would gather at the top of Market St fe  hear




speakers from all partles. The Russian Revolution was a present reality,
and workers and soldiers councils wWere being formed all over the country.
When Britain #ried to send troops to the aid of the Tsar, Ernest Bevin
formed the "Hande Off Russia Movement”, and it was with unmistakeable
pleasure and pride that he told me that it was a batallion of the King's
Royal Rifles, Charlie's own regiment, that as a result refused to embark
for Russia at Dover. And while all this was golng on Charlie was looking
and talking and learning.

There was a Labour Party ip Lewes at the time, though to Charlie
it seemed like , and I quote, "a lot of old men sitting round and talking
about things 1 didn't really understand". They met in Fisher St. but he
gaid that in those days the High St, was slways crowded with people ready
to falk politics; you didn't need a place to meet; it wasn't a once a month

‘gctivity but a living context. The long dole queue stretched all round
Castle Ditch Lane and there too people talked politics.

s0id After his discharge from the army he was, like so many men, out
_of work, in his case for two years, which had a grzat influence on him,
Eventually he got a job back at Every's, where he had to resume the hated
fob of making sash weights. Just as unemployment had shaped his ideas, =0
did the experience of working at the foundry. It was hard, backbreaking
work ==- maybe even literally in his case -- which amongst other things
involved 'single-handedly humping around loads weighing 2%cwt, It was
plecework, and when materials were scarce he'd seen men come to blows over
them to earn enough to feed their familles, He reckoned he worked 54 hours
a week, from 6:00 in the morning to 5,30, with no pay for meal breaks.
 There was no unfon. The men had struck once to improve the pittance they
were getting and stayed out for nine months. They were all sacked, and the
union qqg_uara_nbt taken back.
S LS ARtARest Ln politics really took off when there was a bye-
';ﬁgpﬂl_”'in_1924. The Labour candidate was a Fablan, and got some
iggest names to come and speak for him; Bernard Shaw and George
rﬁ;f-;aﬁﬂ_ha'ﬁnd Dorothy went to hear them, Inspired to find out
“Bought and read books. Mear's, the greengrocer on the High Sty
- bookshop, where he bought a copy of Shaw's Fabian Essays. He and

) _ ?-.?g::ig?fgiﬁgﬁﬁ&it?{giﬁﬂﬂgrs of meetings, of which there were many, and they

| the Labour Party.

i N %@ugihdld'mrn than that. His insatisble thirst for knowledge
eéd him to start a local W.E.A. group, which soon attracted and kept as
memd ® local notables like Julian and Quentin Bell, The first meeting was
in the Barber home when Dorothy was expecting Bunty; "Do you know John", he

 sald, "it was marvellous", and I could stlll hear the excitement in his
olce sixty years later.

= In 1935 ‘ha was taken very bad with spondylitis, the back
1?*1ﬁﬁ which was lvinﬁﬁ;li?'ta double him up. He was told that he had
it ten years to live, &nd had to endure agonising physiotherapy. This
~occupied him for several years to the exclusion of most other things,
political activities, He couldn't work’ for much of this
led ﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ;dgnpnri?ﬁﬂﬂ he went to the Tatler to see if

'a homé-made jams. They did. ‘

cond War the local Labour party faded away, but a8 .
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ARTHUR CHARLES BARBER 1964-66, 1968-9

Born in Brighton in 1899, the son of a printer's compositor,
the future 36th Mayor of Lewes came to the town aged 9 in
1908. After attending the Pells School, he began work aged

14 in January 1913 at the Phoenix Ironworks as an ironmoulder.
The following year an accident with some molten metal lost

him the sight of his left eye, for which he was awarded

£130 compensation, arousing the displeasure of the owner,

J.H. Every. 1In 1916 he went to work as a warehouseman for
Stricklands, a firm of corn merchants in Railway Lane.

The following year he joined the army.

He was posted to the 8th Surrey Yeomanry, with whom he served
in southern Ireland, carrying out night-time searches for
I.R.A. arms.




In 1919 he re<enlisted,
Rifles, serving in

for two vears, with the King'®
India where he was runner=up fOT the
featherweight boxing title in the Army championship®.
Demobilised in 1921 he was intermittently out of work,
doing occasional jobsuntil in 1923 he returned to the PhoeniX
Ironworks for a further nine years. Then, in 1932, he
became a ce-op insurance aqgent, doing the job for ten
years until in 1943 he went to work as a machine ruler

at Baxter's printing works, where he worked until he
retired in 1964,

He and his wife Dorothy were married in 19253, The fol If‘w“
ing year saw the First Labour Government and in July 1924
came the Lewes Parliamentary by-election, a major test

of public opinion on the new Government. Amongst the
major fiqures who came to speak in Lewes was Leorge
Bernard Shaw. His aspeech on the aims of socialiam marked
the beginning of Charlies and Dorothy Barber's lang
association with the Labour Party which they then joined.
From 1945 to 1948 he was secretary of the Lewes Labour
Party, and from 1956 to 1958, Chairman of the Conastituency

Party. In 1954 he won a seat on the Lewes Borough Council
for Castle Ward, holding several committee chairmanahips
during his years on the Council. In March 1967 he wan

elected an Alderman, continuing to serve in that capacity
until the demise of the old borough in 1974,

On Wedneaday 20th May, 1964, Arthur Charles Barber became
the firat Labour Mayor of Lewes. Altogether he served
three years. A major hallmark of his Mayoralty was his
insistence that every organisation in the town should have
the opportunity to be represented at Mayor-making; and he
and the Mayoress invited almost every organisation in the
town, in turn. Another initiative of his Mayoralty waas the
founding of the League of Friends of the Lewes Victoria
Hoaspital at a meeting called by him and preasided over by
him in the Council Chamber on 25th February, 1966,

During the 20th school exchange in April, 1966 between the
Lyeee Augustin Thierry and the Boys Grammar School, he led
a Civie Party to Blois. He also launched the Oxfam Relief
Campalgn in Lewes and carried out a heavy social programme
with great personal interest and approachability.

A tribute to his immense popularity was the ailver

cigarette box presented to mark his Mayoralty
colleagues at W.E. Baxter's, now amongst the
in the Mayor's Parlour, and the illuminated

his fellow Labour Councillors, now in
9 Toronte Terrace.

by hins formerp
civie regalia
addreas from
hias house al

Apart from the Labour Movement, his other qreal
was education and the desire for aelf
he founded the Lewes bBranch of

onthusiasm
improvement . ' A Ya

the W.EL.A,, whieh met in his
house and of which he was for many years Chalrman. For his

. BA'viCcel
in this field and in his Council work on 20tk January, 1970 he was

ereated an Honorary freeman in tribute to a life of gervice to the loeal
community .,




